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the torch of the incendiary, and the pikes and rifles || 
of an infuriated domestic enemy, instigated by || 
northern fanaticism, and led on by the descendants 
of John Brown and the disciples of the great cham- 
pion of the irrepressible conflict? 

Sir, it will be the dictate of freedom, safety, 
interest, and honor for the southern States, upon | 
the happening of such a contingency, to sever at | 
once the ties which bind them to the present Union, 
and set up a distinct and separate government of 
their own. 1 know the repugnance of the southern | 
people to such an experiment. I know the love 
and reverence which they have entertained for the 
Union. I know how loth men and communities | 
are to break up existing institutions, and to form | 
new ones; to change a Government under which 
they have lived for many years, and begin, as it 
were,a new national existence. But,sir,the south- 
ern mind is fust coming to the conclusion, if in- 
deed it has notalready reached it, that their honor, | 
their rights, their interests, and, above all, their 
safety, absolutely demand that they should reas- 
sume their sovereign capacity and power, and | 
enter into a new compact of union with friendly 
and congenial States. I know also, sir, another | 
great stumbling block in the wa¥ of such a move- 
ment—the apprehension and dread which have | 
existed in the minds of the southern people, and | 
which the North is ever endeavoring to impress 
upon them, that disunion cannot be effected with- 
out bloodshed and civil war. 

But, sir, even that difficulty is rapidly passing 
away. All considerate men see clearly that the | 
fifteen slave States could swing out of the present 
Union and form a separate confederacy without | 
the firing of a hostile gun or the shedding of a 
drop ofhumanblood. No, sir; were such a move- 
ment inaugurated by the southern States, none | 
but a northern fanatical fool would ever suggest 
or urge the attempt to force them back into the 
former Union Rests man of common sense, | 
and certainly every statesman, would know that 
such a thing would be impossible. And if it were 
possible; if it were attempted and accomplished, 
what would a Union be worth, cemented by blood 
and kept together by the cohesive power of the | 
bayonet! But such a thing would be impossible, 
and the northern people know it. 

Sir, northern demagogues talk very fluently and 
flippantly about an pom the revolted South 
back into their fraternalembrace. We have heard 
such vaporings even on this floor; but, sir, they 
generally proceed from those who would be the 
very last to undertake the job. Now, sir, when 
the southern States shall in the exercise of their 
sovereign willand power determine to dissolve this | 
Union, separate from the North, and form a gov- 
ernment for themselves, let these loud-mouthed, 
blood and thunder, braggadocio Hotspurs assem- 
ble their abolition army and come down, through 
Virginia and the Carolinas, to Georgia, to force 
us Sabk into the Union, if they dare. They 
threaten us who may secede with the halter and 
the gallows. Sir, we should not dignify them, 
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* The following resolution, amongst others, was adopted 
by a great “Union meeting’? at Williamsport, Penasyl- 
vania, on the 10th day of December, 1859: 

“Resolved, That we will resist, with our lives and for- 
tunes, any attempt to annul the laws of our beloved coun- 
try, and that in the event of any attempt at dissolution of 
this glorious Union, one hundred thousand Pennsylvania 
swords will leap from their scabbards to crush it.’’ 

The New York Courier and Enquirer, one of the rank- 
est of all abolition sheets, and certainly the greatest bully of | 
them all, ona recent occasion used the following language: | 

“If any portion of this great Confederacy, whether it be 
the East or the West, the North or the South, attempts to | 
withdraw from the Union, it will be promptly whipped—ay, | 
whipped—into subjection. It is all idie to mince the matter. | 
The fiat has gone forth, and will be enforced ; let Washing- 
ton, Oregon, and California, at the Northwest, or Maine, 
New Hampshire, and Massachusetts, at the Northeast, or 
the agricultural States of the North and center, or the slave | 
States of the South and Southwest—let any one of them, 
or any combination of them, raise the banner of rebellion 
against the American Union—we care not what their pre- 
tense for treason—as certainly as there is a God above, so 
certain is it that the offending States will be whipped into 
obedience, and the TRarTrors whe encouraged rebellion | 
terminate their career upon the gallows.” | 
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such as would be so unfortunate as to reach us, 
with such a decent exit from this world; we should 
not show them even the respect extended to their 
faithful friend and ally, John Brown, but, by the 
Eternal, we should hagg them up like dogs to the 
trees of our forests growing ready to our hands. 
Sir, in such a cause and in such a war, the South 
would plant her feet upon the firm basis of her 
rights and her honor, and, in the language of the 
ancient knight, exclaim: | 
**Come one, come all; this rock shall fly 
From its firm base as soon as I.’ 

Mr. GREEN. I move that the further con- 
sideration of this subject be postponed until to- 
morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. GREEN, the Senate then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, January 9, 1860. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. J. K. Morsext. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
The CLERK stated as the business first in 


Prayer 


order the question of the admissibility of the res- | 


olution proposed to be submitted on the 5th in- 
stant, by Mr. Monreomery, upon which the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr.Garrre.v] was entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Will my friend from Geor- 





gia give way for a motion fora call of the House, | 


with a view of proceeding to a ballot this morn- 
ing, with the understanding, of course, that he 
has the floor when discussion is resumed? 


Mr. GARTRELL. It will be recollected that 


I have not yet occupied the attention of the House; | 


| but so anxious am I to-day for an organization, 
| that, although I desire to trespass for a short time 


upon the patience of the House, if it be desired 


| by my friends, and gentlemen think there is any 


prospect of an organization to-day, I will very | 


cheerfully yield for the gentleman’s motion, with | 


the understanding that I am entitled to the floor 
when discussion 1s resumed. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I move that there be a call 
of the House; with a view, immediately there- 
after, to move that the House proceed to a vote for 
Speaker. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The roll was called, when the following mem- | 


answer to their names: 
Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Horace F. Clark, Clemens, 
Clark B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, Delano, Dimmick, 


Florence, Hindman, Irvine, Jenkins, Jones, Millward, | 


Pottle, Reynolds, Schwartz, Sickles, Stallworth, Taylor, 
Vallandigham, Verree, Woodson, and Wright. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. McRAE stated that Mr. CLemens’s pair 


with Mr. Verree extends until to-morrdw at | 


twelve o’clock m.; that he is at present detained 
from the House by the indisposition of Mrs. 
Clemens. 

Mr. CRAWFORD stated that Mr. Jones was 
paired off with Mr. Irvine. 

Mr. SPINNER stated that Mr. Porrie’s pair 
expired yesterday, but it was understood that 


some man on the other side would pair with him. | 


Mr. WINSLOW... He will be paired with Mr. 
Scort to-day. 


Mr. McPHERSON stated that Mr. Scuwarrz 
was paired with Mr. Woopson. 


|| egg-nogg; 





Mr. OLIN stated that Mr. Crark B. Cocn- | 


RANE was paired with Mr. Jenxins. 

Mr. RUST stated that Mr. Hanpman was de- 
tained in his room by rheumatism; that it was 
inconvenient for him to be here, but that he would 
come to the House, unless some gentleman upon 
the other side would pair with him. 

Mr. HUTCHINS stated that Mr. Scranrow 
was in his room,‘and would be sent for. 

The names of the absentees having been read, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, said: There seem 
to be a few moments of time now, in which we 
ean do nothing, and ft will embrace it for the pur- 
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pose of saying something in the nature of a per- 


| sonal explanation. 


it will be remembered that during the time l 
was engaged in making my speech, during the 


| Christmas holidays, | was subjected to the an- 


noyance of frequent interruption. Although those 
interruptions, upon their face, seemed not to be 
gracious, | took no exceptions to them, because | 
well knew they were merely the effervescence of 
the occasion. When they began to press rather 
closely upon me, I confess | began to feel some- 
what restless; and yet the day passed away, and 
with it, certainly upon my part, everything in the 
nature of unkind feelings, if ever entertained them 
atall; for gentlemen who amused themselves at 
my expense, of their own accord assured me that 
they entertained no feeling whatever of disrespect 
in what they had been doing. But a different im- 
pression has taken possession of the public mind 
of the country, and Ihave been notified in a variety 
of forms that I did not meet that occasion with 
proper and becoming spirit.. Of course, I merely 
call the attention of the House to it at this time, 
to say that I felt not at all aggrieved, for I had all 
the disclaimers tendered me at the time that.I 
could possibly require. I mention it, too, to let 
the country know the state of the facts as they 
really stand. I shall not press this view of the 
subject any further. 

There is another thing to which I desire to call 
the attention of the House. It is known that the 
26th of December last, although it was represented 
by the other side that they were as cool as an icicle, 
was a cheerful and inspiring occasion. While I 
was addressing the House, certainly without hav- 
ing the slightest exhilaration other than that in- 
spired by the es and the presence of those 
around me, somebody kindly sent me a glass of 
but I am to this day ignorant who the 
yverson was. I understand it was a lady; and I 
ions been the object of many a kind and gracious 
favor by that sweet portion of our race. The glass 
of egg-nogg was sleet by my side. Well, al- 
though not strictly a temperance man, yet, per- 
haps, I may be considered remarkably temperate, 
because I have not, | may say without boasting, 


5S? 


| taken a glass of spirits and water in forty-five 
| years, though mingling much during that time 


with large bodies of my fellow-citizens on elec- 
tion and various other occasions. I have kept 
myself as temperate as gentlemen upon the other 


| side of the House represent that they keep them- 


selves. I confess | like a little egg-nogg on Christ- 
mas occasions. It was placed by me, upon the 
occasion referred to, by some kind friend, and I 
raised it to my lips, drinking some of it, yet that 
act has been represénted by many of that corps 
of correspondents [pointing to the reporters’ gal- 
lery] who obtain their -places in the gallery 
through theindulgence and courtesy of the House, 
to characterize not only me, but to characterize 
this House, in terms of reproach and bitter erit- 
icism. 

I have had my attention particularly called to 
an article in a newspaper published in St. Louis. 
I have no comments to make on that article, be- 
cause the writer of it has done me the justice to 
make all requisite explanations and apologies. | 
do not advert to it for the purpose of indulging in 
any bitterness of feeling vo work wre I advert to 
it to show how this thing is appreciated elsewhere, 
and especially where | am best known. I shall 


| take the liberty to call the attention of the House 


| politics, and_twice 


to a half dozen lines printed in an drome 


newspaper, published in my dist: ict, and penned 
by an Opposition editor, always hostile to me in 

my political competitor for a 
seat in this House. ica the attention of the 
House to it, not only to show how my conduct 
is viewed in this connection at home—at home, 
thank God, where I have always been able to 
stand up and bid defiance to all enemies—not only 
for that reason, but for the purpose of furnishing 
a memorial of the elevated honor and impartiality 
of that gentleman, which is well known to all 
gentlemen who have the pleasure of his acquaint- 
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ance. I allude to Edgar iene editor of the 
Alexandria Gazette. 

The article was read, as follows: 

“‘ Baa-Nooa 1x Conoress.—The Alexandria Gazette, 
referring to the comments of the press on the fact that e x. 
Governor Smrru, of Virginia, drank a glass of egg-nogg on 
c ‘hristmas day, in the House of Representatives, says: 

‘He is, if not a tee-totaller, a strictly temperance man— 
rarely, if ever, tasting spirituous liquors—in that re spect 
setting a good example to his fellow-members. When the 
glass of egg-nogg was sent him, whilst he was making his 
speech, he courteously acknowledged the present, and gave 
the compliments of the season to the House, all jocosely, 
and never dreaming that the newspapers would attribute 
tohimthe * inau uration of the egg-nogg era” in the House 
of Representatives.’ ”’ 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


Now, sir, when I 


contrast this notice of the subject with that which | 


it has received elsewhere, I confess that, coming 
from such a source, while it does me no more 
than justice, lam still the prouder of it. It has 
always been my sood fortune to be sustained, to 
some extent, socially as well as politically, by 
those who are regarded as my political adver- 
saries. 

Mr. Clerk, would it be amiss for me to say 
here at this time, a word or twoin addition? Our 
Constitution and the institutions that have gfown 
out of it | consider to be the perfection of human 
wisdom. Buf never were the institutions of any 
country subje cted tosuchacruel te st asours. Here 
we see one of the creat pi irtics of 
boris vusly engaged in the work of their destruction, 
embittering the relations that ought to bind men 
together as a band of brothers, and doing their 
very best to break up the glorious fabric of the 
Government. Thatisnotall. Wesce gentlemen 
of high intelligence, who are admitted into that 
gallery for the purpose of reporting our proceed- 
ings, engaged in bringing this body, the highest 
at least, of the sovereign will of the 
people, into contempt andridicule. Wes 
gentlemen, forgetful of what I niust re spectfully 
consider their duty to their country, and the ar 
duty to the courtesies of their position, deliber- 
ate ly engaged in bringing this body of men into 
contum i , ridicule,and contempt. Lask them, 
if they will reflect a moment, how they can find 
it in their hearts to do it? how their patriotism 
will allow them to do it? 

I ask them how they think they are requiting, 
in any degree, the courtesy wh tich ple aced them 
there? Sitting there as the organs of public sen- 
timent, or at least as the agents of disseminating 
intelligence, they ought to resolve, at least, to pre- 
sent this Si nine to the country in the be st possible 
aspect, and that it may be highly esteemed and 
appreciated by all. They ought, in fact, to draw 
the mantle of chi urity over its faults, and while 
they “‘ nothing extenuate,’’ they ought not to * set 
down aught in malice.’? That seems to be the 
duty of those gentlemen who occupy that gallery. 
So far as I am concerned, 
the object ofdetraction to be much tried by itnow. 
[ have survived it all, thank God, and have main- 
tained an honorable position’in the estimation of 
my countrymen. I fear not the utmost that can 
be done to dr wg me down. Yet, | wouldask that 
all may render justice to me when justice is due. 
With that, I de 1ce myself upon the country, and 
stand up before that country for my deliverance. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I move that the House do 
now proceed to vote for Speaker; and on that I 
ask the previous question. 

Mr. BARRETT I second the previous ques- 
tion. 

The main question was ordered; which was on 
ordering a vote for Speaker. 

Mr. WINSLOW. On that I call for the yeas 
and nays. ; 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 210, nays 5; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, 
Adrain, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, Thomas L. Anderson, Wil 
liam ©. Anderson, Ashley, Ashmore, Avery, Babbitt, 
Barksdale, Barrett, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bocock, 
Bonham, Boteler, Bouligny, Boyee, Brabson, Branch, 
Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Butiinton, Burch, Burlingame, 


Burnett, Burnham, Burroughs, Butterfield, Campbell, Ca- 
rey, Carter, Case, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clopton, 


areregation, 


See the se 


Cobb, Colfax, Conkling, Cooper, Corwin, Covode, Cox, 
James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Curtis, Da- 
vidson, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, Dawes, De Jarnette, 
Dimmick, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edmundson, Edwards, 
Eliot, Ely, English, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, 
foster, Fouke, Frank, French, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, 
Hamilton, 


Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, 


| have been too much | 


f the country la- || 


Hawkins, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Holman, Houston, 
Howard, Hughes, Humphrey, Hutchins, Jackson, Junkin, 
Keitt, Francis Ww. Kellogg, William Ke llogg, Ke nyon, Kil 


gore, Killinger, Kunkel, Lamar, Landrum, Larrabee, De- | 


Witt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Leake, Lee, Logan, 


| 


Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Maclay, Mallory, Marston, | 


Elbert 8. 
Knight, McPherson, McRae, 
Laban T. Moore, 
Joy Morris, Isaac 


Miles, Millson, Montgomery, 


N. Morris, Morse, Nelson, Niblack, 


| Nixon, Noell, Olin, Palmer, Pendleton, Pennington, Perry, 


Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Porter, Potter, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, 
Reagan, Rice, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, James C. Rob- 
inson, Royce, Ruffin, Rust, Segtt, Scranton, Sedgwick, 
Simms, Singleton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, 
Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Stevenson, 
James A. Stewart, William Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Strat- 
ton, ‘'appan, Taylor, Thayer, Theaker, Thomas, Tomp- 
kins, Train, Trimble, Vallandigham, Vance, Vandever, 
Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, Walton, 
Washburn, Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Web- 
ster, Wells, Whiteley, Wilson, Windom, Winslow, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Wright—210. 


NAYS—Messrs. Etheridge, Hill, Love, McQueen, and | 


Underwood—5. 
So the vote for Speaker was ordered. 
THUIRTIETH BALLOT FOR SPEAKER. 
The House then proceeded to the thirtieth bal- 
lot for Speaker, with the following result: Whole 


| number of votes cast, 219; necessary to a choice, 


|@ For Mr. Sherman—Messrs. Charles F. 


Corwin, Covode, 


110; of which— 
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So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 
Adams, 
Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bray- 
ion, Buffinton, Burlingame, 
field, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Conkling, 
Curtis, Dawes, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, 
Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Farnsworih, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, 
Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, 
Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, 
Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, 
Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, Mc Knight, MePher- 
son, Moorhead, Morrill, Morse, Olin, Palmer, Pennington, 
Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Rice, Christopher Robinson, 
Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, 
Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, 
Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C 
Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff. 

For Mr. Hamilton—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, 
Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, Bon- 


| ham, Boteler, Bouligny, Boyce, Branch, Burch, Burnett, 


| John B. Clark, 


Clopton, Cobb, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, 
Burton Craige, Crawiord, Curry, Davidson, John G. Davis, 
Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Dimmick, Edmundson, English, 
Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartrell, Hardeman, John T. 
Harris, Hi: uwkins, Hindman, Hoiman, Houston, Howard, 


Hughes, Jackson, Keitt, Kunkel, Lamar, Landrum, Larra- | 
Logan, Love, Maclay,Charies D. Martin, E}- | 


bee, Leake, 
bert 8. Martin, McClernand, McQueen, McRae, Miles, 
Millson, Montgomexy, Sydenham Moore, Isaac N. Morris, 
Niblack, Noell, Pendieton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, 
Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, Simms, 
Singleton, William Smith, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, 
Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, White- 
ley, Winslow, and Wright. 

For Mr. Gilmer—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. An- 
derson, Brabson, Briggs, Bristow, H. Winter Davis, Ether- 
idge, J. Morrison Harris, Hatton, Hill, James M. Leach, 
Mallory, Maynard, Laban T. Moore, Edward Joy Morris, 
Nelsoyg, Nixon, Quarles, William N. H. Smith, Stokes, 
Vance, and Webster. 

For Mr. Reynolds—Messrs. Adrain and Horace F. Clark. 

For Mr. Stokes—Mr. Gilmer. 

For Mr. Winslow—Mr. Hamilton. 


During the vote, 
Mr. LEACH, of 


name was called, said: 


North Carolina, when his 
i stated the other evening 


| that whenever my vote would elect a Democrat— 


| have 


a conservative national man, as I regard the gen- 
tleman from Texas as being—it would not be with- 
held. Several of the Democrats did not vote for 
him that day, and the entire vote of the 
with whom I have the honor to act would not 
secured his election. When these other 


| Democrats come in, and whenever my vote will 


| I was very sick this morning, 


elect, it shall not be wanting for a patriotic, con- | 
I now vote for my | 


servative, national Democrat. 
colleague, Mr. GitmMer. 

Mr. SCOTT, when his name was called, said: 
Mr. Clerk, and 
left my sick bed to come here "and vote for Mr. 
Hami.ton, but my friend fronr North Carolina, 


| (Mr. Wixsiow ,] has paired me for the day with 


Mr. Porrie. 
After the result of the ballot was announced, 
Mr. WINSLOW moved to proceed to aunther 


party | 


Martin, Maynard, MeClernand, McKean, Mc- | 


Cadwalader C. | 





Aldrich, 


Burnham, Burroughs, Butter- 


Was hburn, | 


Tne CONGRESSION AL GLOBE. — 
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| Hughes, Jackson, Keitt, Kunkel, 
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ballot for Speaker; and called for the previous 
que stion. 
Mr HOUSTON. 
tion. 
The main question was ordered; and the motion 
was agreed to. 
TIIIRTY-FIRST BALLOT FOR SPEAKER. 


The House then proceeded to the thirty-first 
ballot for Speaker, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 219; necessary toa 
choice, 110; of which— 


I second the previous ques 
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So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Sherman—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, 
Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bray 
ton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, Butter 
field, Campbell, Carey, Case, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, 
Covode, Curtis, Dawes, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, 
Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, 
French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Guricy, Hale, Hall, Haskin, 
Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, 
Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, ‘Kilgore, 
Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, 
Lovejoy ,; Marston, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Moor- 
head, Morrill, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pennington, 
Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Rice, Christopher Robinson, 
Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stevens, Willism Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, 
Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, 
Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, 
Wilson, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff. 

For Mr. Hamilton—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, 
Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barrett, Bocock, Bonham, 
Boteler, Bouligny, Boyce, Branch, Burch, Burnett, John 
B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Bur 
ton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, John G. Davis, 
Reuben Davis, De Ji ee Dimmick, Edmundson, Eng- 
lish, Florence, Fouke, Garne tt, Gartrell, Hardeman, John 
T. Harris, Hawkins, Hindman, Holman, Houston, Howard, 
Lamar, Landrum, Lar- 
rabee, Le “ake, Logan, Love, Maclay, Charles D. Martin, 
Elbert 8. Martin, McClernand, McQueen, McRae, Miles, 
Millson, Montgome ry, Laban T. Moore, Sydenham "Moore, 
Isaac N. Morris, Nibiack, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, 
Pryor, Pugh, Reagan, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, 
Simms, Singleton, William Smith, Stevenson, James A. 
Stewart, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, Vallandig- 
ham, Vance, Whiteley, Winslow, and Wright. 

For Mr. Gilmer—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. An- 


|| derson, Brabson, Briggs, Bristow, H. Winter Davis, Ether- 
| idge, J. Morrison Harris, Hatton, Hill, James M. Leach, 
Mallory, Maynard, Edward Joy Morris, Nelson, Quarles, 











William N. H. Smith, Stokes, and Webster. 

For Mr. Reynolds—Messrs. Adrain, Horace F. Clark, and 
Riggs. 

For Mr. John G. Davis—Mr. Barr. 

For Mr. James M. Leach—Mr. Gilmer. 

For Mr. Sydenham Moore—Mr. Hamilton. 

For Mr. Hickman—Mr. Carter. 


Mr. WINSLOW. I move that the House pro- 
ceed to vote again for Speaker; and on that I call 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 


| main question ordered; and under the operation 
| thereof, the motion was 


agreed to. 


THIRTY-SECOND BALLOT FOR SPEAKER. 


The House proceeded to the thirty-second ballot 
for Speake r, with the following result: Whole 
number of votes cast, 219; necessary to a choice, 
110; of which— 

Mr. Sherman received.......... 

Mr. Hamilton..... ni neee dabhee had etksshninbooanee 


5 
8 
NE rie ndensehedhesbeck vaste pees es exkkes BO 
Die REGROAG . oii esses sc Setdecccctosedinescesses BS 


DEP EEC 6 sive eh codec cwssiccades sitdsnacesssas @ 
Mr. John G. Davis.........+.. devs dhakivegedwadses” 8 
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So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Sherman—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, 


| Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Biake, Bray- 


ton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, Butter 
tield, Campbell, Carey, Case, Colfax, Conkling, Corwii, 
Covode, Curtis, Dawes, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, 


| Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, 


French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Guricy, Hale, Hall, Hel- 
mick, Hickman, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, 
Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, 
Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, 
Lovejoy, Marston; McKean, McKnight, McPherson, 
Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, 
Olin, Palmer, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, 
Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, 
Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William 
Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, ‘Theaker, ‘Tompkins, 
| Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, 
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Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and 
Woodruff. 

For Mr. Hamilton—Messts. Allen, ‘Thomas L. Anderson, 
Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barrett, Bocock, Bonham, 
Boteler, Bouligny, Boyce, Branch, Burch, Burnett, John 
B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Burton 
Craige, Crawtord, Curry, Davidson, John G. Davis, Reuben 
Davis, De Jarnette, Dimmick, Edmundson, English, Flor- 
ence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartreli, Hardeman, John T. Harris, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


Hawkins, Hindman, Holman, Houston, Howard, Hughes, | 


Jackson, Keitt, Kunkel, Lamar, Landrum, Larrabee, 
Leake, Logan, Love, Maclay, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. 
Martin, McClernand, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Millson, 
Montgomery, Laban T. Moore, Sydenham Moore, Isaae N. 
Morris, Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, 
Pugh, Reagan, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, Simms, 
Singleton, William Smith, Stevenson; James A. Stewart, 


Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, | 


Whiteley, Winslow, and Wright. 
For Mr. Gilmer—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. An- 


derson, Brabson, Briggs, Bristow, H. Winter Davis, Ether- | 


idge, J. Morrison Harris, Hatton, Hill, James M. Leach, 


Mallory, Maynard, Nelson, Quarles, William N.H. Smith, | 


Stokes, and Webster. 


He also presented a oe of citizens of Mar- | 
( 


quette, Michigan, and owners and masters of 


| vessels, and others interested in the commerce of 


Lake Superior, praying the improvement of the 
harbor of that place; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of commis- 
sioned officers of the United States Army, pray- 
ing that a law may be enacted to make due pro- 
vision for the retirement from active service of 
officers who have become disabled in the service; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia. 

Mr. NICHOLSON presented the petition of 


| Catharine Hagie, widow of John Hagie, a vol- 


unteer under General La Fayette, in the revolu- 


| tionary war, praying to be allowed a pension; 


For Mr. Reynolds—Messrs. Adrain, Horace F. Clark, || 


and Riggs. 
For Mr. John G. Davis—Mr. Barr. 


which ‘was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, presented a 
petition of citizens of the United States, praying 


| the passage of a law to prevent all further traffic 


| 
| 
| 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SIMMONS asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 51) 
for the relief of James Maccaboy; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob 
tained, leave to introduce: a bill .(S. No. 42) for 
the relief of Jeremiah Pendergast; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Patents and the Patent Office. 


TERRITORIAL POLICY. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the following resolution, which was submitted by 
Mr. Pveu on the 15th ultimo: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in 
structed toinquire into the expediency of repealing so much 
of the acts approved September 9, 1850, for the organization 
of territorial governments in New Mexico and Utah, as re 
quires that all the laws passed by the Legislatures of those 
Territories shall be submitted to Congress for approval or 


| rejection. 


For Mr. Hickman—Messrs. Carter and Haskin. || in, and monopoly of, the public lands of the Uni- | The pending question being on the amendment 
For Mr. Hatton—Mr. Gilmer. || ted States, and that they be laid out in farms and |! offered by Mr. Haran, to insert, at the end of 
For Mr. Keitt—Mr. Hamilton. || lots of limited size, for the free and exclusive use | 


Mr. WINSLOW. I suppose it is entirely use- | 


less to go on with balloting to-day. 


of ** Yes! let us adjourn now.’’] 
gentleman from Georgia, who is entitled to the 
floor, [Mr. Gartrre.i,] would prefer going on to- 
morrow. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. My colleague is entitled 


to the floor; and if the House is disinclined to ad- | 


journ now, perhaps some other gentleman might 
like to be heard. [General shouts of **Oh,no!”’ 
** Let us adjourn!”’ 


Mr. WINSLOW. Ihave no disposition to do 1] 


anything that would not meet the approbation of 
gentlemen on the other side of the House. I 
therefore move teadjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 


thirty-five minutes past two o’clock, p. m.) the | 


House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 10, 1860. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurney. 


[Cries of | 
**Vote!’’] I think it is entirely useless. [Cries | 
I understand the | 





The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. | 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


of actual settlers; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


He also presented the memorial of Nathaniel | 


Rye, a soldier in the war of 1812, praying to be 
allowed a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


Mr. WILSON presented a petition of citizens 


of Washington, praying for the establishment of 
a county and District of Columbia normal school, 
from which teachers eminently qualified may go 
into the public schools, and an industrial univer? 
sity, in which orphans and pupils of merit with- 
out funds may acquire a first-cl 


| shops; which was referred to the Committee on 


Senate a message from the President of the United || 
States, transmitting a report of the Secretary of || 


State, in answer to the resolution of the Senate of 
21st December, 1858, requesting the President to 
lay before the Senate the correspondence between 
the Mexican Governmentand Mr. Forsyth, Min- 
ister of the United States to Mexico, and the cor- 
respondence of the State Department on the subject 
of Mexican affairs, referred to in his late annual 
message, and such other correspondence as od 
be necessary to elucidate the complications which 
resulted in the suspension of diplomatic relations 
with Mexico by the United States legation in that 
country; which was, on motion of Mr. Cray, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. BIGLER presented a petition of citizens 


of Pennsylvania, praying the enactment of a law | 
to grant pensions to the soldiers of the war of | 


1812; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of John 


Reeves, praying that the United States Minister | 


at Constantinople may be instructed to submit 
to the Sultan his claim to pay for services while 
employed and detained in Turkey to construct 
vessels of war for that Government; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the memorial of 


Richard S. Coxe, administrator of Anna Gibson, | 


widow of Colonel George Gibson, of the Army, 
praying payment of an amount of money claimed 
to be due her; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. CHANDLER presented a petition of cit- 
izens of the Chicago, Detroit,and Canada Grand 





Trunk Junction Railroad Company, praying the | 


establishment of a port of entry at Port Huron; || 


which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merece. 


the District of Columbia. 
Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of 
Daniel Davis and others, inhabitants of Franklin 


the resolution, the following: 


And said committee is also instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of authorizing the people of each of said Terri 
tories to elect all their territorial officers, executive, legisia 
tive, and judicial, in such manner as the Legislatures thereof 
shall provide. 


Mr. GREEN addressed the Senate for nearly 


two hours without finishing his speech., [When 


county, Maine, and soldiers in the war of 1812, | 
praying that pensions may be granted to the sol- | 
diers of that war; which was referred to the Com- || 


mittee on Pensions. 
He also presented the petition of Henry Hobbs, 


| praying the enactment of a law to authorize him 


to locate a land warrant; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


completed, it will be published in the Appendix. 
Mr. CLAY. If the Senator from Missouri wil 
give way, I will move that the further considera- 
tion of this subject be postponed until to-morrow, 
with a view of having an executive session which 


. i Ls d is very desirable. 
ass education by || I am told is very desirabl 


| their labor on a model farm and in model work- 


The motion to postpone was agreed to. 
PRINTING OF THE POST OFFICE REPORT. 
Mr. FITCH. With the permission of the Sen- 
ator from Alabama, before he makes his motion 


| for an executive session, I desire to call attention 


| to a little matter of business. 


Ll understand from 


| the chairman of the Committee on the Post Office 


He also presented the petition of J. W. Dyer, | 


A. L. Dyer, and W. W. Dyer, praying that an 
amount of tonnage duties exacted from the ship 
Corinthian may be refunded; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. HEMPHILL presented a petition of res- | 


idents of El Paso county, Texas, praying the 
establishment of a custom-house at El Paso, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. SIMMONS presented the petition of Anna 
Mitchell, widow of Darius Mitchell, a soldier in 
the revolutionary war, praying to be allowed a 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


relation to the claim of John H. Wheeler, late 
Minister to Nicaragua, for services, losses, and 
expenses incident to his mission; which, with his 
memorial and papers on the files of the Senate, 
were referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. GREEN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of H. L. Gallaher, praying 
that his claim for work done upon the Washington aqu 
duct may be settled upon principles of justice and equity, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


On motion of Mr. BIGLER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Robert Orr and Chambers 


Orr, surviving children of Captain Robert Orr, in the expe- | 


dition of General George Rogers Clark, of Virginia, against 
the Indians in the now State of Ohio, in 1781, praying for 
land promised by the laws of Virginia, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. HEMPHILL gave notice of his intention 


to ask leave to introduce a bill to increase the sal- 
aries of the judges of the United States for the 
eastern and western districts of Texas, and to 
regulate the compensation of the attorneys and 
marshals of the United States for said districts. 


and Post Roads that the Postmaster General de- 
sires the immediate printing of his report, and I 


| believe such is the desire of that committee also. 
| It has been referred, with the other documents 


| master General, and allow 


accompanying the message, to the Committee on 
Printing. That committee do not feel themselves 
at liberty to place the manuscript at the disposal 
of the Superintendent of Printing for the purpose 
of being printed for the use of the Department, 
without the permission of the Senate. If that per- 
mission be given, that portion of the documents 
referred to, will be surrendered to the Superin- 
tendent for that purpose. I move, therefore, that 
the committee be directed to surrender to the Super- 
intendent of Printing the report of the Postmaster 


| General, with the appendix, for the = of 


printing, for the use of that Department, whatever 
number they may choose to order, to be paid for 
out of their contingent fund. 


Mr.HAMLIN.  Lunderstand the scope of the 


| motion to be simply to pass over so much of the 


Mr. BRAGG presented additional papers in || 


papers accompanying the President’s message as 
relates to the Dos Office Department, to the Post- 

him to get it printed 
as he pleases. 


Mr. FITCH. 


And pay for it out of the con- 


| tingent fund of the Department. The manuseript 


havine been referred to the Committee on Print- 


| ing, they do not feel themselves at liberty to sur- 
render it, except on the express order of the 


} 
j 


Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I do not see by what author- 
ity the Postmaster General can get it printed. 
The law preseribes the manner in which all print- 
ing shall be done. Certainly the Senate, by its 
own action, cannot abrogate the law; that is very 
clear. However, I do not object to passing the 
document over. to the Postmaster General, and 
if he can find a way to get out of the law let him 
do it. 

Mr. FITCH. I believe the only difficulty in 
the way is, that we have no Printer, and neither 
the Senate nor the committee can direct the print- 
ing of documents of this character. If the head 
of a Department sees a way to evade the law, I 
am willing to surrender the manuscript to him, 
with the permission of the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Itisa mere evasion of the 


law 
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The motion was agreed to; so it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be directed to 


deliver to the Postmaster General his report and appendix, || 


Which accompanied the message of the President, commu- 





i 


nicated to the Senate on the 27th of December, for the pur- | 


pose of having the same printed by the Deparunent. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION, 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business; and 


after some time spent therein, the doors were | 


reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tvuespay, January 10, 1860. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. J. Spencer Kennarp. * 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

THE SPEAKERSHIP. 
The CLERK stated as the business first in 





Prayer 


THE CONGRE 


| as your equals—for such we are. Cease your | Mr.GARTRELL. The gentleman from Penn- 


order the question of the admissibility of the res- || 


elution offered by Mr. Monrcomery on the Sth 
instant, on which the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Garrrecy] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. GARTRELL. It was’ not my intention, 
Mr. Clerk, until within the last few aan to de- 
tain the House by any general remarks untl after 


its organization; and | am free to say that noth- | 


ing but a sense of duty, in this hour of peril to 


the Republic, could have induced me to alter that | 


determination. No one regrets, more than I do, 
the existeng state of things in this Hall. And yet 
I have athorouch confidence that the blame of our 
non-organization can in no way attach to me, or 
to the party with which | am acting. 

The numbers and relative position of the Rep- 


resentatives of the different political parties on this | 


floor are well known to the country. For one, I 
am content that the record of our proceedings up to 
this hour may be submitted io the judgment of the 
American people. The scenes being enacted here 
are but the beginning, ina legislative sense, of that 
accursed “irrepressible-contlict’ doctrine of which 
we have of late heard so much; a conflict, we are 
told by its author, between opposing and endur- 
ing forces—a conflict by the North upon the South. 
if that conflict is to come—and I intend to speak 
candidly, plainly, dispassionately, and respect- 
fully to day—if that conflict is to come, if war is 
to be waged on the rights of the people of fifteen 
States of this Union, and the solemn guarantees 
of the Constitution denied them; if our property 
is still to be taken and its prompt surrender re- 
fused us; if the principles of the Republican party 
are still to be maintained and their purposes ac- 


complished; if we of the South are, by congres- | 


sional action or the artful contrivance of unfriendly 


legisiauion, to be deprived of a full participation | 


of all the territory belonging, of right, to all the 
people of all the States; then, for one, I am free 


to confess that, perhaps, it were better if this 


House should never organize. 

If you,men of the Republican party, are determ- 
ined to continue your aggressions on our rights, 
as I shall show you propose to do—if you will 
not stay this hand of aggression, in order to per- 
petuate the liberties which the people now enjoy 








aggressions upon our rights—the constitutional 
rights of my people—for such we demand and will 
enforce, though it may sever this Union into as 
many pieces as there are stars upon the national 
banner. Do you tell me thapby your action in the 
past you have established justice? The millions of 
our property in fugitive slaves of which you have 
wrongfully deprived us, in violation of the Con- 
stiution and laws of the land, brand you with in- 
justice. Have we of the South had insured to 
us domestic tranquillity? The blood of southern 
men shed at Harper’s Ferry cries to us from the 
ground, and brands you with the acts of the poor 
miserable deluded followers of your misplaced 
philanthropy. The ghosts of the dead will haunt 
you, andthe anathemas of the living will follow 
you forever. 7 

l ask, and ask respectfully, if you have by your 
course in the legislative halls of this Union, en- 
deavored to promote the general welfare? The 


| burdens imposed upon our people, the benefits 
ample evidence | 


you have exacted from us, afforc 


of your selfishness. Do you tell me that we have 


| a more perfect Union? Why, sir, such have been 
| the insults and aggressions of the people of the 
| North, who ought to have considered my people 


their brethren for good and for evil, that we have 
scarcely any Union atall. It is a Union in form 
and in name, but neither in sentiment nor in sub- 
stance. 
mate every section, and warm and glow in the 
national heart, have been by your course, and by 
the course of your predecessors, turned into in- 
vective and hate; and, to-day, in the opening of 
the year 1860, you have precipitated upon the 
great, patriotic, American people, the great issue 
as to whether their Government shall be longer 
continued. 

Mr. Clerk, it was remarked, a few days ago, 
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sylvania desires me to repeat that sentiment again; 
I will do so with much pleasure. I wish to en- 
grave it upon the tablet of his memory. I want 
him to send it home to his people; I want him to 
tell them that a cers from the South, 
representing upon this floor an intelligent, a law- 
abiding, a gallant, and patriotic constituency, de- 
clares here to-day that, if the avowed purposes of 
the Abolition party be carried out, if the doctrines 

fend party be carried into practical 


|| operation, and if the assaults and insults upon our 


rights and honor do not cease, the people of the 
South will be compelled by every sacred principle 
of justice and equality and self-preservation to 
disrupt every tie which binds them to the Union, 
peaceably if they’ can, forcibly if they must. I 
hope that the gentleman from Pennsylvania now 
understands me. 

Mr. Clerk, I beg the kind indulgence of this 
House while I present a very brief synopsis of 
what I understand to be the legal st constitu- 


| tional rights of the southern people. These rights 


Those fraternal feelings that should ani- | 


upon this floor, I think by the gentleman from | 


Pennsylvania, [Mr. Hickman,] that the ak 


question was the only political subject now divid- | 


ing the people of this country. Itistrue,sir. I 
do not propose, on this occasion, as I have on 
this floor on other occasions, to enter into any 
defense of that institution. 
hands. Sanctioned and approved by an enlight- 
ened Christianity, recognized by the Constitution 
of the country, domestic slavery will be main- 
tained as one of the inalienable rights of the peo- 
ple, to be defended, if need be, by a resort t 
arms. ‘* To question our rights is to grossly vio- 
late them; to attempt to instruct us upon this sub- 


is wantonly to invade our peace.”’ 

I say, I do not intend to debate that question. 
With me I frankly confess that the argument may 
be exhausted. I shall endeavor, however, to 


| present to you briefly what I understand to be the 


to their children and children’s children; if you |) 


are determined that this conflict shall come, then 
! warn you, and warn those whom you repre- 
sent here, to beware of the dangerous coated on 
which you tread. 
the past and the transcendent glories of the pres- 
cut ave to be forgotten and lost, and the glowing 
anticipations of the future are to be denied, then, 
upon your heads be the disgrace and dishonor for- 
ever. 
their ancestors, may be truly classified as law- 
abiding men, true to the principles of that Con- 


If the crowding memories.of 


The present generation of the South, like | 


stitution which was conceived ina Christian spirit | 


of concession and compromise, and ratified by the 
several States of the Confederacy in their sovereign 
capacity, in order, among other things, to form a 


rights of the southern people, and to which 1 in- 
vite the attention of the country; and especially 
the calm attention of genuemen on the other side 
of this House. I desire to address you as my 
peers in every respect here. I intend to speak 
calmly, dispassionately, respectfully. 1 wish it 
to be understood—and I pray that [ may not be 
misrepresented—I say that if I misstate a single 


| position occupied by the Republican ‘party of the 


North, or if I misquote the positions held by 


, leading men of that party, I request gentlemen on 


more perfect Union, to establish justice, to insure | 


domestic tranquillity, to provide for the general 
welfare, and to secure for themselves and their 
posterity the blessings of liberty. ‘To that Con- 


stitution, when faithfully administered, we are yet | 


devotedly attached; to a just constituuonal Union 
we are ready now, as we have ever been in the 
past, to yield a ready obedience. 

Grant us, then, the full measure of our consti- 


and treat us politically, and in every other respect, | 


the other side to call me to order, and to set me 
right upon the record. 

Now, Mr. Clerk, | propose first to state what I 
understand to be the rights, the legal and consti- 
tutional rights, of the southern people in this spe- 
cies of property. 

In the second place, I shall undertake to show 
that those rights, so clear, so sacred, so high, are 
not only threatened, but boldly, daringly, and 
willfully assailed by the Republican party of this 
country. I shall announce the solemn fact, dis- 
agreeable though it may be to you as well as to 
me, to my people as well as to yours, that if this 
course of aggression shall be continued, the peo- 
vle of the South, of the slaveholding States, will 
* compelled by every principle of justice, of hon- 
or, and of self-preservation, to ** disruptevery tie 
that binds them to the Union, peaceably if they 
can, forcibly if they must.”’ 


Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania. Will the 


gentleman be kind enough to repeat the last sen- || 
tutional rights, for nothing else will do; consider | tence to which he gave utterance? I did not hear |) 


it distinetly. 


It needs none at my | 


| all the territor 


| its introduction. 


are so dear and sacred to us, their violation will 
be attended with such momentous consequences, 
that I fear to trust myself to an oral recital of them 
here. Well, sir, what are these rights? 

We affirm that Congress has no power or au- 
thority to interfere with the subject of slavery in 
the States, Territories, or District of Columbia. 
The Republican party disclaiming for the present 


| any intention of interfering with slavery in the 


States, insist that Congress has sovereign power 
ever it in the Territories, and ought to prohibit 
We claim, as a high constitu- 
tionaF right, the faithful execution of the act for 
the rendition of our fugitive slaves. You deny 


|| the constitutionality of that act; and have, in sev- 


eral of the northern States, violated the constitu- 
tional compact by a practical and perfidious nullifi- 


| cationofthelaw. Youavow youyg determination to 


orevent the admission of any more slave States. 
Vedemand that slave States shall be admitted in 
the future as in the past. You proclaim your pur- 


| pose to confine slave labor within its present lim- 


its, that it may ultimately become profitless, and 
thus work out its own destruction. We declare 


| that justice to the master and humanity to the 


ject is to insult us; to dare to assail our institutions || 


slave pear require its expansion and per- 
petuation. We hold that the people of the South 
have the right to go with their slave property into 
any and all territory belonging to the States; and 
when there, te be as fully protected in the uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of that property as the northern 
man with his personal property. You traverse 


| this right of justice and equality, and demand that 


now acquired, or hereafter to be 
acquired, shall be devoted exclusively to free labor. 


_ Now, sir, how stands the case ? 


At the formation of the Federal Constitution 
property in slaves existed ‘‘as matter of right”’ 
in all except one of the then States, and in each 
and all it was used, treated, sold, and conveyed 
as other personal property. It was intended, by 
the patriotic framers of that instrument, to be as 


| fully and amply protected as chattels of any other 


| description. 


The history of the proceedings of 
the convention, and the subsequent ratification by 


| the sevéral States,afford one unbroken chain of 


evidence of the fact that without such an under- 
standing, entertained and acted on in good faith 
at the time, the Union could not have been formed. 
Add to this the further fact that the courts, Fed- 
eral and State, from the formation of the Consti- 


| tution to this hour, have, in their adjudications, 


regarded and considered it personal preperty, and 
the position becomes undeniable that all the rights 


| and laws of property attach to every negro as 


much as to your horse, and ought upon every prin- 
ciple of equality and justice to be held equally sa- 
credandinviolaté. Such being the case, I maintain 
that the Constitution and laws recognize and pro- 
tect the right of property in slaves in all the Ter- 
ritories to the same extent that any other personal 
property is recognized and protected. To deny 
this position is an admission that there is a dif- 
ference between slave property and other prop- 
erty, and that the former is not equal in the pro- 


| tection due to it with the latter. For myself, 1 


repudiate such an admission, and maintain that 
property in slaves in the Territory is entitled to 


and should receive all the guarantees, and be se- 


cured to its owner by all the remedies regulating 


‘any other kind of personal property. 
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Viewed in the light of property, the common- 
law remedies usually employed in the courts ap- 
ply to it as to all other species of property. If 
your horse is wrongfully taken from you in the 
Territory, it is conceded that you may, by virtue 
of the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
punish the felon, and recover your property by 
an action of trover or detinue. The same reme- 
dies employed in this case should apply in all 
their force and effect where my slave 1s beaten, 
stolen, or detained. Upon this point I am sus- 
tained by a decision of the supreme court of my 
own State, pronounced in May, 1851. That 
court, after reviewing quite elaborately the status 
of slavery, formerly in Great Britain, and now in 
this country, held that the common law of Eng- 
land is inapplicable to the institution of slavery in 
this country, extept to protect the rights of masters; 
and, after showing -that slaves have been recog- 
nized as chattels—the subjects of contract and 
sale—by the courts in England and in Massachu- 
setts, they say: , 

‘¢ Why not upon a contract for the person? Why should 
not trover lie in England for a negro there, bought in Geor- 
gia by a citizen of Georgia, from a subject of Great Britain 
resident in England? Upon the score of morality, of hu- 
manity, or of natural equity, I contess I see no difference. 
The ground that their law, not recognizing slavery, affords 
no remedy, is equally untenable. Their general law, giving 
remedies on contracts and to recover property, ougbt to be 
implied to slaves as other property.” 

Now, sir, such being my own position, I will go 
a step further, and insist that, as there is doubt 


upon this great question, and as it is one of the | 


first duties of all free Governments to sce that the 
property of its citizens, of every character and 
description, is fully, amply, and effectually pro- 
tected, I hold that if the courts should refuse to 


take cognizance of the case, and refuse prompt | 


protection, that then it would become the imper- 
ative duty of Congress to secure and protect this 
species of property as all other property is 
tected—by positive congressional legislation. Nor 
do I believe that such legislation would at all in- 
terfere with that great principle of ‘* non-inter- 
ference by Congress with slavery in the States 
and Territories and District of Columbia.”’ 

I have thus given a synopsis of what I under- 
stand to be the constitutional rights which the 


southern people demand upon the subject of sla- | 


very. 

Mr. SOMES. 
he considers those sentiments to be in accordance 
with the Cincinnati platform? 

Mr. GARTRELL. I regard them as true sen- 
timents, sentiments that should be maintained by 
northern men, as well as by the people of the 
South. It is foreign to my purpose to-day to dis- 
cuss the Cincinnati platform. Lam nothere tomake 
apolitical speech. When I do that, I generally take 


I wish to ask the gentleman if | 


the hustings, upon the stump, and if the gentleman | 


desires to debate with me the mens or demerits | 


of the Cincinnati platform, he must come South, 
or I will go North if he prefers it. I would like 
the privilege of meeting your people, in your con- 
gressional districts, and tell them face to face what 

believe to be the merits of the great national 
Cincinnati platform. I commend it to your and 
to their most favorable consideration and observ- 
ance. 


Mr. SOMES. Iguaranty that you can have a 


hearing in my district at any time, and a large | 


audience. 
Mr. GARTRELL, I am very much obliged 
to the gentleman; I am sure I would reciprocate. 
Mr. FERRY. I have listened to the enumera- 
tion the gentleman has just made of what he con- 
ceives to be the constitutional rights of the South. 


Do I understand him further to say, that if the || 


| circulate ye documents, and advise the || 


| and to be determined and decided according to | 
your own notions and your own tastes. And we 


South, in its own judgment, is deprived of any | 


of what the gentleman has enumerated as the con- 
stitutional rights of the South, he will be in favor 
of a dissolution ofthe Union? 
Mr. GARTRELL. I will come to that point 
directly; for if the gentleman heard the statement 
of the matters I intend to discuss to-day, he will 
remember that the very question he has now pro- 


pounded is one of the very questions I proposed | 
I will answer the gen- | 


to present to this House. 
tleman in a few moments, respectfully, fully, and 
sufficiently. 

Mr. STANTON. 


I wish to inquire whether 


I understand the gentleman to say that he would | 


desire to have the opportunity of presenting his | 


views to the people of the free States upon these 


uestions? I will say to the gentleman from 
Seeréin, that if he will come to my district, the 
people shall be called together, and he and I will 
go together before them and take an hour about, 
to his entire satisfaction. I would inquire of the 
gentleman from Geoagia whether he will recipro- 
cate that favor, and whether he will go together 
with me through his district, and permit me to 
discuss the constitutional claims of the people of 
the free States. 

Mr. GARTRELL. Certainly I would; but 1 


behavior. [Laughter.] 

Mr, STANTON. I ask no guarantees from 
the gentleman—none in the world. I would trust 
to his honor and integrity as a gentleman. 

Mr: GARTRELL. Iam obliged to you for 
that expression—I ask no guarantees. I pray 
none from you; in the Rame of justice, in the 
name of the Constitution, and of equal rights and 
privileges, | demand my rights. 

Mr. STANTON. 
actly understand the temper of that remark. The 
proposition I made was that when he came into 
my district, he should come without any pledges; 
that I would ask no pledges from him as to what 
he should say, or how he should deport himself. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I misunderstood the gen- 
tleman’s remark, and I assure him [ would never 
be wanting in reciprocating any courtesy. 

Mr. STANTON. 
papers of some exhibitions which do not look that 
Way exactly. 


as long as you allow your mento come South and 


slaves of the South to insurrection, murder, ra- 
pine, and plunder. As long as you do that, you 
must expect to be interfered with. I tell you, 
gentlemen, while we respect your every right, and 


while we would treat you, especially the gentle- | 


man from Ohio, [Mr. Sranron,] with the utmost 
kindness and courtesy, yet, when you come 
among us, you must not disturb our peace. Do 
we go North, and disturb your social relations? 
Why, Mr. Clerk, I served here during the last 
Congress, and I heard, almost every day during the 


exciting discussions of that Congress, questions | 
propounded to the gentlemen upon the other side | 


repeatedly and again,to show what custom, what 


right, the people of the South ever denied to their | 
I will yield the floor to | 


brethren ef the North. } 
any gentleman who will tell me, this House, and 


the country, (and I will incorporate his remarks | 
in my printed speech and send them broadcast | 
over the South,) when a southern man, or any | 


number of southern men, combine for the pur- 
pose of disturbing, in the slightest degree, your 


social relations atthe North. The question meets | 


with no response; and echo answers—** When ?’’ 
Never. We disturb none of your rights. V 
leave them to be regulated by the Legislatures of 
your respective States, and in accordance with the 
general provisions of the Federal Constitution; 


e 


intend to do it. 

Mr. HASKIN. Will the gentleman from Geor- 
gia permit me to interrogate him for a moment? 

Mr. GARTRELL. 
tion is pertinent. 

Mr. HASKIN. The gentleman from Georgia 
has stated that he was opposed to the Republican 
doctrine of intervention by Congress to prohibit 
the extension of slavery into the Territories. He 


has also stated that, in a certain contingency, he 


would expect that Congress should intervene to 


Co slavery in the Territories. I desire to ask | 


nim, if the Legislature of Kansas, in its territorial 
condition, should doas Nebraska has been recently 


| attempting to do—prohibit slavery within the Ter- 


ritory during its territorial existence—whether he 
and the South would claim that that was an in- 
fringement of their rights of property io that ex- 
tent which would justify them tn seceding from 
the Union? In other words, whether, if the doc- 
trines enunciated by Judge Doveras on the sub- 
ject of the power of the Territorial Legislatures 
shall be acted upon, the South would insist on the 

rotection by Congress of their slave property, as 
lieher property than the horse; and that, in case 
of non-protection, the South would claim the right 


| and would secede? 


Mr. GARTRELL. Do! understand the gen- 


I have read in the news- | 


Yes; provided the ques- | 
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| tleman from New York, who has been recently 
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acting with us on this side, to have suddenly be- 
come the champion, defender, and expounder of 
Republican doctrines and Republican priaciples? 
Mr. HASKIN. In reply to the gentleman from 
Georgia, he not having answered my question——- 
Mr. GARTRELL. I will answer it. 
Mr. HASKIN—except in the Yankee mode 
of putting another, I will say that Iam not the 


| exponent of Republican doctrines; but, on the 


contrary, I antagonize them in regard to this doc- 
would have to put you upon your very good || 


trine of congressional interference to prohibit sla- 
very, just as much as [ antagonize southern Dem- 


| ocratsin their doctrine of congressional legislation 


I do not know that I ex- 


to protect slavery. 

Mr. GARTRELL. The question put to me 
by the gentleman as to what we would do on a 
given state of things in Kansas, I conceive to be 
a judicial one. It is a question for the courts. If 
the gentleman desires to know my opinion in re 
gard to squatter sovereignty, or, as he calls it, 
popular sovereignty, [can tell him ina few words, 
although I did not intend, to-day, to discuss that 
question at all; for, on some future occasion, I 
intend, by the permission and kindness of the 


| House, to define my position on that subject fully. 


I will not be diverted now from my purpose to 


|| discuss that question; but I wiil say this to the 


gentleman: So far as my own opinion gees, I 
deny utterly, unconditionally, unqualifiedly, the 
right of the people of any Territory, by unfriendly 


| legislation or taxation, or any other sort of legis- 


|| lation, to deprive me of m 


Mr.GARTRELL. And you will read of others | 


slave property or the 
right to my slaves in that Territory. TI hold that 
the people of the Territory have none of the attri- 
butes of sovereignty; and that no power short of 
sovereignty can deprive me of my property. I go 


| even further, and to the extent of the gentleman 


from Texas, [Mr. Reacan|—and I was gratified 
to hear him make the announcement—that under 
our form of government, while the forms of the 
Constitution are respected, no citizen can be de- 
prived of his property by any power whatever 


| without just compensation, either in a Territory 








| ism than that. 


or inaState. 

Mr. HASKIN. I ask the gentleman froni 
Georgia, as a representative of the Democratic 
party, whether it is his intention, and that of those 
with whom he acts, to insert a new plank in the 
Charleston platform to protect slavery ? 

Mr.GARTRELL. That is altogether a new 
question. If the gentleman wants to know what 
the Democratic party will do at Charleston, he 
can just come there. I have no doubt he will be 
making his arrangements to be present on that 
important occasion. 

Mr. HASKIN. I will be there, certainly. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I will be very happy to 
see the gentleman there, whenever he comes as a 
Democrat; but if he comes representing the prin- 
ciples of the Republican party, as he does to-day, 
we will simply rule him out. [Laughter.) 

Mr. HASKIN. The gentleman has passed judg- 
ment upon me, [ think, myrey in saying that f 
represent the principles of the Republican party; 
for I distinctly announced that [ did net repre- 
sent their principles, but antagonized them as ties 
tagonize his principles. He wants a higher law 
to protect slavery in the Territories by congres- 
sional intervention. 

Mr.GARTRELL. Yes, sir; by the fruit the 
tree isknown. The gentleman, [ think, voted for 
Joun Suerman for Speaker. 

Mr. HASKIN. I did, sir. 

Mr. GARTRELL. Then I assure you there 
can be no better indorsement of your Republican- 

Now, | hope I will be ahowed to 
go on with my remarks. 

Mr. HASKIN. Did you not vote for Mr. 
Maynarp and Mr. Borerer, both members of the 
American party ? 

Mr. GARTRELL. I did, sir, with great pleas- 
ure. 

Mr. HASKIN. Then, as they were both mem- 
bers of that party, and as Mr. Mavywaarp is an 
American, and was an elector for Mr. Fillmore 
in 1856, the gentleman, in voting for him, would 
be, on his argument, an American. 

Mr. GARTRELL. It is not the first time thet 
that remark has been made, and it has lost its 
point; I therefore do not deem it necessary to waste 
time by replying to it. 

Mr. KEI Will the gentleman from Geor- 
gia allow me to interrupt him for a moment? 
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j 
Mr. GARTRELL. Certainly. 

Mr. KEITT. Occupying a position independ- | 
ent of party obligations, I wish to answer a ques- | 
tion which has been asked members on this side 
of the House. It is, whether those who sup- | 
ported Mr. Marnarp or Mr. Borever accepted 
the American party by that act. I answer, no; | 
but I do charge that those who support Mr. Suer- 
MAN, the nominee of the Republican party, be- 
come Re publicans by that single act. The dis- 
tinction is this: the hostile and aggressive attitude 
assumed by the Republican party on the question 
of slavery—an attitude hostile and aggressive 
against both the South and the Constituuon—has 
rallied in a common opposition to it all the other 
parties on this floor, thus announcing to the coun- 
try that all party divisions and party distinctions 
gave way for the time before a ees a opposi- | 
tion to the common enemy. The Democrat, then, | 
who votes foran American, or the American who 
votes for a Democrat, only says, that, being driven 
toa choice, he selects the party which is the nearest 
to him; and this too, only to carry out his opposi- 
tion to the Republican organization. The Repub- 
lican party is our common enemy, and, therefore, 
we can unite without absorption. Butitis not the 
same with any one who votes for the Republican 
nominee. By that vote, he declares that the ex- 
treme and fanatical attitude of that party upon the 
question of slavery approaches nearer to his own | 
attitude than that of any of the other parties, and 
that he sympathizes more closely with its views. 
Any one who concurs with the Republicans in their 
policy touching the question of slavery, concurs 
with them in the only part of their policy which is | 
vital, and common to all of the members of that 
party, and is, and must be,a Republican. Parties 
may combine against a foe common to them all 
without being absorbed, but individuals who go | 
over to the enemy, in the very crisis of the fight, | 
are of the enemy, and must be so held. At this 
stage of the contest, now, and upon this flgor, it 
is only Republicanism and anti-Republicanism, 
and whoever ‘acts with the Republicans, accepts | 
that party against all the parties now in opposition 
to it. Let every member take his responsibility, 
without slippery evasion or juggling finesse. 

Mr.GARTRELL. I Pi a further interrup- 
tions, except for personal explanations. 
come to my second proposition. 

Mr. FERRY. I understand the gentleman from 
Georgia to say that the exclusion of slavery from 
the Territories, by act of the Territorial Legisla- 
tures, would be in violation of that provision of 
the Constitution of the United States which for- 
bids the taking private property without compen- 
sation. Now, as the States are, equally with the 
‘Territories, subject to the operation of the Consti- | 
tution, I wish to inquire whether it is the position 
of the gentleman, as it was that of the gentleman 
from ‘Texas, [Mr. Reagan,] the other day, that | 
the laws of the free States abolishing or exclud- 
ing slavery, are also within the prohibition of the 
Constitution to which I have alluded? 

Mr. GARTRELL. I have already stated, and 
[ supposed I was understood, that the States were 
sovereign, and that they had a right to determine | 
this question for themselves. 

Mr. FERRY. Mr. Clerk 

Mr. GARTRELL. I hope the gentleman will 
not interrupt me. I will endeavor to make myself 
understood, I speak for myself; I am not here to 
speak on this grave question for any party. I) 
speak my own sentiments and my own convic- | 
ions as a southern man, and am responsible for | 
them to the people | represent. 

Now, sir, I pass on. I said that my second 
proposition was to show that the riahial had en- 
deavored to define as being inherent in the south- 
ern people are assailed, boldly, violently, and 
alarmingly, if you please, by the Republican 
party. How is this fact established? I desire to 
ask the attention of gentlemen on all sides of the 
House, and particularly the gentlemen on the 
other side, to the position assumed, as I under- | 
stand, by the great sectional northern Republican | 
party; and then I intend to put it to you, as can- 
did men,as honest men, as freemen, to say in your | 
hearts, in your consciences, if your rishts were 
thus assailed, whether you could or would submit. 

Now, sir, what do we hear? I shall not under- | 
take to prove the sentiments I charge upon the | 


I now 








| 
| 
| 


Black Republican poe by a resort to the declara- || yourselves right. 


tions of such demented agitators as Cheever, Gar- 
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rison, and Giddings, or any of that class of ultra | 


Abolitionists, but will take the declarations of | 
northern men, who, by their position here, I may 
safely assume, are exponents of Republican prin- 
ciples; and then, by living witnesses, I propose 
to show to you of this Hoge, and to this great | 
country, that if these assaults are continued we | 
cannot be expected to submit. 

For the purpose of accomplishing that purpose, 
I shall go no further back than the year 1848—to 
the celebrated Buffalo convention—and, in this 
connection, Il am gratified to hear the distinguished 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Jonn Cocn- 
RANE,| who is upon this floor an honor to his 
constituents and an honof¥ to the country. 
gratified that he has repudiated the doctrines an- 
nounced by that convention. That convention, 
which if I am not mistaken, was presided over by 
the Hon. Cuarves Francis Apams,nowan hon- 
ored member upon this floor, and who, if I recol- 
lect correctly, was its nominee for Vice President, 
declared as follows: 

** Resolved, That the true and, in the judgment of this 
convention, the only safe means of preventing the exten- 
sion of slavery into territory now free, is to prohibit its 
existence in all such territory by an act of Congress. 

** Resolved, That we accept the issue which the slave 
power has forced upon us; and to their demand for more 
slave States and more slave Territories, our calm, but final 
answer is, no more slave States and no slave Territory.”’ 


Lam | 


What issue has the slave power ever forced | 


upon the North? To what issue do you refer? 
As far back as 1848, the Abolitionists made 
this declaration. The Republican members say 


they do not belong to the Abolition party. Why, | 


gentlemen, you not only belong to the Abolition 
party, as understood at that time; you not only 
avow the sentiments then proclaimed; but you 


have actually, upon these questions, stolen their || 


thunder. You avowed in your convention of 
1856, sentiments as objectionable as those in 1848, 
wroclaimed by the most rabid Abolitionists of the 
North. 

Mr.HASKIN. Willthe gentleman from Geor- 
gia allow me for a moment to make a statement 
in reference to the position of parties in 1848? 

Mr. GARTRELL. I cannot yield now. 

Mr. HASKIN. I merely desired to say 

Mr. GARTRELL. 





I cannot yield; and I state || 


now that I deny the right of any gentleman to | 


interrupt me, and to have his remarks, against my | 


authority, incorporated into my speech. 
Mr. HASKIN. I merely wished to define the 


osition which the Barnburners occupied in 1848. | 


hatis all. Ifthe gentleman declines to yield, I 
will not interrupt him. 


Mr. GARTRELL. 


I certainly must decline. 


The gentleman can get the floor when I have done, | 


and I will give him avery patient hearing. Now, 
sir, these resolutions declare hostility to what I 
have asserted, and sincerely believe, to be the con- 
stitutional rights of the South. But, furthermore, 
at the very next presidential election, in 1852, I 
find a convention nominating Joun P. Hate, for 
the Presidency, and in their resolutions, after de- 
nouncing slavery as a sin against God, proceed as 
follows: 

“That the fugitive slave aet of 1850 is repugnant to the 
Constitution, to the principles of the common law, to the 
spirit of Christianity, and to the sentiments of the civilized 
world. We, therefore, deny its binding force upon the 
some people, and demand its immediate and total re- 
peal. 

That was the position of the then Abolition 
party of the North in 1852, and I will say to you 
that it is the position of the Republican party to- 
day. But youare afraid to go into the contest of 
1860 with the announcement on your part that it 
is your intention to repeal the fugitive slave law. 
There is, however, abundant evidence of that fact; 
and if there is to be a triumph of the Republican 
party in the country, which God forbid, the result 
will show that I am right, that it is the purpose 
of that party to repeal or modify that last small 
guarantee under the Constitution left to the slave 
States. 7 

Mr. STANTON. I hope there will be a dis- 
tinct understanding between the gentleman and 
this side. I understood him to say, in the outset 
of his speech, that he would be glad to be cor- 
rected when he was wrong. If he does not want 
to be corrected let him say so, and we will not 
interrupt him. 


Mr. GARTRELL. I will allow you to put 


Mr. STANTON. 


All I have to say is that the 





| 
| 
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gentleman from wren is quoting from the plat- 
forms of parties which I made war upon and re- 


sisted with all my power. Nine out of ten of 


| the voting population of the free States, sir, voted 





against the candidates who ran upon the platform 
from which he has read and applied to us. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I am gratified to hear it. 
But, sir, | will show the gentleman in a moment 
where he stands. Did not the Ohio convention 
indorse identically the same sentiments in oppo- 
sition to the fugitive slave act? 

Mr. STANTON. The gentleman desires me 
to make a statement; I prefer not to do it in a sin- 
gle categorical answer. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I state that it did, and I 
defy contradiction; when I have done the gentle- 
man can get the floor, and then show, if he can, 
wherein | am wrong. 

I refer now to the celebrated platform of the 
Republican party, adopted at Philadelphia, in 
1856. ‘The nominee of that convention, am C. 
Frémont, a mere political adventurer, as has been 
remarked, received at the North Swith a few votes 
from the South, one million three hundred and 
forty-one thousand eight hundred and twelve 
votes. I intend to argue this question fairly; and, 
if you will permit me, I will state that my inten- 


| tion in stating this fact, and quoting from the Phil- 


adelphia platform, is to show that the sentiments 
there expressed are the sentiments of a majority 
of the northern people; and that, unless those 
sentiments are corrected, and the national Dem- 
ocratic party North as well as South in the coming 
contest of this year shall triumph and drive back 
fanaticism, the Constitution will be engulfed, and 
we of the South will be forced to fall back upon 
our reserved rights, and to defend them as best 
wemay. What does that convention declare? 1 
want the country to mark it. It declares: 

‘That we deny the authority of Congress, of a 'Territo- 
rial Legislature, of any individual, or association of indi- 
viduals, to give legal existence to slavery in any Territory 
of the United States, while the present Constitution shall 
be maintained.”? 

I ask you, gentlemen, does that express the sen- 
timent of the Republican party? Nobody will 
deny thatitdoes. Letus goa little further. They 
resolve— 

* That the Constitution confers upon Congress sovereign 


power over the Territories of the United States for their 
government; and that, in the exercise of this power, it is 


| both the right and the duty of Congress to prohibit in the 








Ls 
as 


Territories those ‘ twin relics of barbarism—polygamy and 
slavery.’’’ 

I care nothing about your opposition to polyg- 
amy; perhaps you are more sensitive on that sub- 
ject than we are. But when youassault the insti- 
tution of slavery, which has been sanctioned by 
the approval of your fathers and mine, and is sus- 
tained by the Constitution of the country; when 
you denounce it as a crime, I tell you that you 
ought not to expect, at least so far as Iam con- 
cerned, for of€, you need not expect, tame sub- 
mission to such insult and aggression. I deny 
that you have aright to interfere with the question 
of slavery anywhere. You have not hee A at 
home; we say nothing against that. The slave 
power, as you designate us, interposed no Pree 
tion to the abolition of slavery in your midst. We 
say to you, if you want slavery, take it; but, if 
you do not, then abolish it. It is a matter for 
your consideration, and not for ours. We do want 
slavery; and, sir, in the language of one of South 
Carolina’s distinguished statesmen and patriots, 
I tell you for the future, that, if you “ dare assail 
that institution, you wantonly invade our peace,”’ 
and that we will resist such interference at ever 
hazard. That is our declaration, and we will make 
it food. 

I desire to call the attention of gentlemen to 
the opinions of the leading representative men of 
the Republican party, peraeurornene with this 
action of your conventions, State and national— 
conventions representing northern States only. In 
addition to what I have read, what do your states- 
men say? There is Wittiam H. Sewarp, the 
great leader of your party, the head and front of 
it; aman of giant intellect—a man whose intel- 
lect is e wd only by his perfidy to the Consti- 
tution of his country—what does he say? If I 
misrepresent him, [ ask to be corrected. He 
says: 

‘It [slavery] can and must be abolished, and you and I 
must do it.” 


Who is that appeal made to? The great leader 
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of the Republican party tells the northern masses, 
in a public speech, that slavery must be abolished. 
Said he: «You, you northern men, must abol- 
ish it.’’ Abolish it where? Abolish it in the 
Territories? You deny that it can exist there. 
Abolish it in the District of Columbia? The gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Sranron] says that that 
is not their object. Abolish it where? In the 
States. Thatis where he proposes to interfere with 
it; and there is where John Brown and his fol- 
lowers inaugurated this policy. He goes on: 

«¢ Correct your own error that slavery has constitutional 
guarantees which may not be released and ought not to be 
relinquished.”? * . * You will soon bring the 
parties of the country into an effective aggression upon 
slavery.”’ 

Mr. Clerk, I am too much fatigued, being un- 
well to-day, to review these positions as fully as 
I intended; I may do so more at length on another 
occasion when less interrupted in the course of 
my remarks. 

[ have the declaration of another of one of your 
representative men, not of an Abolitionist, not of 
such as you, yourselves, call fanatics. Hear the 
words of aan who is in your confidence, who 
has received your suffrages; and been elevated to 
the highest position within the gift of the people | 
of his own State. Senator Wane, of Ohio, says: 

‘There is really no union now between the North and 
the South, and he believed no two nations upon the earth 
entertain feelings of more bitter rancor toward each other 
than these two nations of the Republic. The only salva- 
tion of the Union, therefore, was to be found in divesting 
it entirely from all taint of slavery.’? 

I call the attention of the Representatives from 
Ohio to the declaration of the present Executive 
of their State. He is a leader of your party; he, 
too, is a representative man of your party, and 
has been but recently elected Governor of Ohio. 
Is that going out of the record? He declared 
that— 

“If Tam elected Governor of Ohio—and I expect to be 
—I will not let any fugitive be returned to Kentucky or any 
other slave State, and if I cannot prevent it in any other 
way, as commander-in-chief of the military of the State, 
I will employ the bayonet—so help me God!” 

I ask whether Governor Dennison ever uttered 
such sentiments? [Voices on the Republican side 
**No!”? *No!’’]_ I am very glad that they are | 
repudiated here, and that that gentleman’s friends 
are authorized to say that he does not entertain 
any such opinions. 

Mr. STANTON. I desire to say to the gen- 
tleman from Georgia that I am very much obliged 
to him that he has called our attention to it. I 
have to say that it is a slander which was repeated 
by the Democratic papers of Ohio prior to the | 
election, but which,Mr. Dennison repeatedly, 
unreservedly, and most emphatically denied upon 
the stump. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I am gratified to hear it. 
I have reported it as it was reported to me. 

Mr. COX. I have heard Governor Dennison 
deny that he made any such statement; but justice 
demands that I should say that the report was 
based upon the affidavit of two most credible citi- | 














represented by my colleague, [Mr. VaLLanpic- | 
HAM,| who is not nowpresent. He stated to me 
that he knew the persons well who had conversed 
with Governor Dennison; that he had good rea- 
son to believe at the time that the statement was 
correct; but that Governor Dennison denied that 
he made it. 


purpose, 
r. STANTON. It was represented as a bar- | 
room conversation, that Governor Dennison had 
made that remark; and I desire to say that my 
colleague should not throw any suspicion upon 
the sincerity of Governor Dennisdn’s denial, be- | 
cause repeatedly in stump speeches in Ohio he 
avowed his determination to execute all the laws 
of the State, and that he would not permit any 
interference with the execution of the laws of the | 
United States within the State. 
Mr. HILL. I desire, with the permission of 
my friend from Georgia, to ask the gentleman | 
from Ohio, if Governor Dennison had made such 
a public declaration as has been imputed to him, 
agd if that had been generally known, would the 
Republicans of that State have supported him? 
r. STANTON. Ihave no doubt it would 
have lost him thousands of votes, if it had been 
believed. There is no doubt of it. I certainly | 
do not entertain the sentiment myself. What | | 
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| floor that, as long as he lived, his house should 


| not impair its efficiency, will at the same time 


| practicable. 
| at all. 











i ; : | : i # . 
might do, if compelled to choose between a politi- || tion the mode and measure of redress. That is 


BE. 








cal friend and a political opponent, who uttered | my position; and if that be treason to the Gov- 


obnoxious sentiments, I cannot now say. 

Mr. TRIMBLE. 1 
known in my district that Mr. Dennison enter- | 
tained, and had uttered such sentiments, he would | 
not have received fivhundred votes. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I am exceedingly glad to 
hear these disclaimers, but the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Sranron] will not deny that Governor 
Dennison is unqualifiedly opposed to the execu- 
tion of the fugitive slave law. 

Mr. STANTON. I deny it most unquestion- 
ably. He declared upon the stump, repeatedly, 
that there should be no resistance to the execu- 
tion of that law. 

Mr. GARTRELL. Is he opposed to the law? 

Mr. STANTON. He is in favor of a modifi- 
cation of it, so that it shall not be used as a pre- 
text for kidnapping. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I will tell you what the 
veople of Georgia said upon that subject in 1850. 
They said if there was any material modification 
of the fugitive slave law, they would rupture every 
tie that binds the Union together. When gentle- 
men talk about a modification of that law, I sup- 
pose they mean a material alteration, for ldo not 
think they would stultify themselves by saying 
they meant an immaterial modification. When 
you speak of modification, you mean something 
tangible and material. Whenever you lessen the 
rights of the slaveholder for the recovery of his 
fugitive slaves under the fugitive slave law now 
upon the statute book, it will b@a grievance which, 
in my judgment, cannot be submitted to. Why, 
sir, 7: Governor of Kentucky, in his last annual 
message, announced the startling fact that the peo- 
ple of that State are annually deprived of $100,000 
worth of their slaves. They aredecoved into Ohio, 
where they are taken in, supported, clothed, and 
sheltered, and escape beyond recovery. At the 
last session of Congress I heard a gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Lovesoy] proclaim upon this 


be open to every fugitive slave. 

Mr. STANTON. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Georgia if he is opposed to such a mod- 
ification of the fugitive slave law as, while it will 


protect the rights of freemen? 
Mr. GARTRELL. I do not believe that is 


I am opposed to its being touched 


Mr. STANTON. Then the gentleman will 
insist upon a law which may be used for the pur- 

ose of kidnapping. 

Mr. GARTRELL. 1 say I am opposed, di- 
rectly and indirectly, collaterally or otherwise, to | 
all compromises and concessions for the future. 
I will never consent to any chance of that law 
which will in the slightest degree impair its | 
efficiency. 








Mr. Clerk, I will detain the House but a few | 


| moments longt r, and come now to my last prop- | 
zens of the third congressional district of Ohio, || 


osition. Itis uscless to pursue this inquiry fur- 
ther. I might pile extract upon extract, and add 
declaration to declaration, all tending to the same 
end, until they would fairly bewilder the gaze of 
an injured and outraged people. The issues are 
fully made up between the Republican party North 
and the people of my section; and the trial be- 


| tween right and wrong, justice and injustice, law- 


Mr.GARTRELL. That is sufficient for my |) 


lessness and the Constitution, union and disunion, 
will soon be had; and I pray God that the result 
at the ballot-box may not be such as to force upon | 
my people the dire necessity of appealing to the | 
cartridge-box; for let me tell you now, and espe- | 


| 








| . 
| back this common enemy. 





cially the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. || 


Hickman,] that valiant knight who speaks of his 


eighteen million people, and their auxiliaries of || 


war, that just so sure as the Republican party 
succeeds in electing a sectional man upon their 
sectional, anti-slavery platform, breathing destruc- 
tion and death to the rights of my people, just so 
sure, in my judgment, the time will have come | 
when the South must and will take an unmistak- 
able aad decided action; and that then ‘* he who 
dallies isadastard, and he whodoubts is damned.’’ 
I need not tell what I, as a southern man, will | 
do—I think I may safely speak for the masses | 
of the people of Georgia—that when that event | 
happens, they, in my judgment, will consider it | 
an overt act, a declaration of war, and meet im- 
mediately in convention, to take into considera- 


r Si | ernment, make the most of it. 
I can say, that if it had been \ 


While | occupy 
that position, I say to you in all candor, that if 
you will stay the hand of aggression, and cease 
your denunciation; if you will respect the rights 
of my people, and let us alone; if you will stop 
agitating this question of slavery, and the cireu- 
lation of ineendinnn documents to rouse our slaves 
to insurrection and murder, we may yet live in 
peace and harmony in the future as our fathers 
did in the past. If it were left to me to-day to say 
what should become of this great nation, I would 
respond, esto perpetua. 1 appeal to you people of 
the North to attend to your own affairs, and to 
leave us to attend to ours. If you do, we can live 
in bonds of peace and fraternity; if you do not, 
on your heads be the consequences. ; 

Sees sir, in the midst of all this fanaticism, 
darkness, and gloom, it would be culpable in me 
not to admit that one bright ray of hope is left to 
gladden the heart of the patriot. LI allude to those 
sound, national northern Democrats, hundredsand 
thousands of whom, I am assured, are scattered all 
over the northern States, who have had the wisdom 
to understand and the moral courage to defend, in 
the face of the Republican party, the constitutional 
rights of the people of my country. I would be 
wanting in wisdom to conceive and language to 
express my admiration of those men who have, 
up to this hour, been true to the rights of all the 
people. The people of the South will repay with 
gratitude your adherence to principle, and erect in 


| their hearts a monument to your devotion to the 


Constitution and to the equal rights of all the States. 
In the coming conflict, these men at the North will 
be united with men of the South and East and 
West, and with the Constitution for their shield, 
and equal rights under the Constitution to all the 
people, in the Territories and elsewhere, for their 
watchword, they will march shoulder to shoulder, 
conquering and to conquer, and will, | trust, drive 
If they succeed, this 
gloom will disappear; the Constitution will be 
preserved; the Union will be perpetuated; and, 
though the clouds lower and the rains descend, 
and the thunders roll and the lightnings flash, yet 
the proud pyramid of States will stand, 

‘* Like some tall cliff that lifts its awful form, 

Swells from the vale,and midway leaves the storm ; 


Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head.” 


These men may be few in numbers, Con- 

uered, but undismayed, they will rally again to 
do battle for the Constitution, and aid us in roll- 
ing back the tide of fanaticism. I bid them God 
speed in their good and patriotic work. 

Mr. ADRAIN. The gentleman from Georgia 
has made an appeal to the northern Democracy. 
I belong to the northern Democracy. But I wish 
to say to the gentleman that the northern De- 
mocracy are true to the Union of these States; 
and he must be true to it, or else the northern 
Democracy cannot stand by him. |! regret, Mr. 
Clerk 

Mr.GARTRELL. I did not yield to my friend 
for the purpose of his reading me a lecture. 

Mr. ADRAIN. I did not intend to read the 
gentleman a lecture; but I wished to set him right, 
1 wish him to understand that the northern De- 
mocracy cannot act with the southern Democracy, 
if they take the ground that the election of a Re- 





| publican President, according to the laws of the 


country, is a sufficient cause for dissolution. J] 
wish the gentleman, and other southern gentle- 
men, to understand that the northern Democracy 
cannot act with them on ground like this. But if 
they are true to the Union; if they will stand on 
the Cincinnati platform and the Kansas-Nebraska 
act, as construed as giving to the people of the 
Territories the right to prohibit or establish sla- 
very, tien we may all be united; and perhaps on 
such an issue in 1860, with a proper candidate for 
the Presidency, we will triumph. Otherwise, we 
will be defeated. 

Mr. GARTRELL. 


I believe the gentleman’s 


previous predictions have not been verified. 
Mr. ADRAIN. [should like the gentleman to 
specify. lL recollect that, in the last Congress, I 


did predict that if we attempted to force the Le- 
compton constitution on the people of Kansas, it 
would break down all the Democrats who sus- 
tained such an issue. 


Mr. GARTRELL. Oh, [am tired of this play- 
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ing on a harp of a thousand strings. [Laughter.] 
Every time my friend gets up here, it is Kansas 
and Kansas and the Lecompton constituuon—— 

Mr. ADRAIN. No, sir. 

Mr. GARTRELL. And what some people 
thought about it, and what others thought about 
it. ‘These are past issues. They are by-gones, 
and I intend to bury them. They are dead, and 
they stink in the nostrils of my people—— 

Mr. ADRAIN. Mr. Clerk 

Mr. GARTRELL. I cannot yield to the gentle- 





man. I am trespassing too long on the House. 
Mr. ADRAIN. I did not intend to interrupt 
you. Iwas speaking of the Union; that is the | 


harp I was playing on, and it gives the best of 


music, 
Mr. RUFFIN. 


RUI I object to the gentleman from 
Georgia bein 


interrupted. 


have yielded me the floor. 


Mr. GARTRELL. I certainly did not yield 


the floor, because I knew that my friend—to use || and oppression. 


acommon phrase—when he gets an inch takes || 


an ell. He cannot stop when he gets through. 
| Laughter. 
Mr. ADRAIN. That is so. 
Mr. HASKIN. Will the gentleman permit 


me toask hima question? You say the Lecomp- | 


ton issue is dead. Permit me to ask you 
Mr. GARTRELL. My dear sir, excuse me. 
| Laughter.) 





national Speaker, it will afford me very great 
pleasure to discuss Lecompton with you. 
will exhume the dead body and bring it up. 

Mr. HASKIN. Will you vote for the admis- 
sion of Kansas at this session, notwithstanding 
the English bill? 

Mr. GARTRELL. That is dehors the record. 
‘The gentleman is always getting in ‘‘ifs.’’? That 


little word “if”? is a potent one with him. If 


this, or if that, or if something else, if anything, 
if everything, &c. I do not deal with “ ifs,’’ and 


[ hope the gentleman will excuse me if I do not go | 


out of my argument to discuss these old guestions. 
Mr. HASKIN. When Kansas applies for ad- 
mission under the W yandott constitution, will the 


gentleman vote for her admission, notwithstand- | 


ing the English bill? 

Mr. GARTRELL. 
the evil thereof. 
clearly at the time. 

Now, Mr. Clerk, ! trust I will be permitted to 
proceed. I wish to call attention to certain reso- 
lutions which I had the honor of offering as a 
member of the Georgia Legislature, in 1849, and 
as bearing on the question under discussion, and 
which were unanimously adopted, and have since 
been maintained by the people of Georgia without 
distinction of party: 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


** Resolved, Thatthe Constitution grants no power to Con- 


Sufficient for the day is 


gress to prohibit the introduction of slavery into any Terti- | 


tory belonging to the United States. 


* Resolved, That the several States of the Union acceded | 
tothe Confederacy upon terms of perfect equality ; and that | 


the rights, privileges, and immunities secured by the Consti- 
tution belong alike to the people of each State. 


** Resolved, That any and all territory acquired by the | 


United States, whether by discovery, purchase, or conquest, 
belongs in common to the peuple of each State, and thither 
the people of each State and every State have a common 
right to emigrate with any property they may possess ; and 


that any restriction upon this right which will operate in | 
favor of the people of one section to the exclusion of those | 


of another, is unjust, oppressive, and unwarranted by the 
Constitution.” 


Mr.GARTRELL. Now, sir,a few more words 
and I have done. [ intended to have discussed and 
to have asserted the clear right of the people of my 
State, or of the people of any one, two, or more 
States of this Confederacy to retire from this Union 
at any time, without any conditions or restrictions 
whatever; that the people have reserved to them 
the right of peaceable secession; that this Union, 
formed by equal, independent States, by sover- 
eignties, may be dissolved and discontinued by 
those sovereignties, in accordance with those 
great fundamental doctrines of State rights, as 
announced in the Virginia and Kentucky resolu- 
tions of 1798 and 1799. At another time I may, 
by the permission of the House, elaborate the 

sitions therein contained. But, sir, the country 
is familiar with them. They, in my judgment, 
embody the fundamental principles of this great 
constitutional Union—that the peoplke of Georgia 
or of any other State, or of any number of States, 





| wish to aKude. 


I am done now. | 


On some other occasion, after we | 
shall have elected a good, sound, conservative, | 


| a division of the territory. 


We |} 





You shall know my position || 
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may-peaceably secede from this Union and set up } have eighteen million to your eight; that we have 


| for themselves; and that any attempt upon the 
| part of one or more of the other States to prevent 
| them, would be in violation of the Constitution 
which they pretend to seek to support. Iam happy 


to announce in this connectjgn, that that doctrine 
was incorporated into the pR&tform of and adopted 
by the national Democratic party at Cincinnati. It 
stands now as a part of the creed of that great, 
sound, conservative, national party, composed of 


| men who are as true in Illinois as they are in Geor- 


gia; men who say to usof the South, **We will not 
interfere with your rights; we intend to observe 
the compacts of the Constitution. If you wantsla- 
very, have it; it is none of our business.’’ I sa 

that this great and fundamental principle of the 
right of peaceable secession, incorporated into the 


|| Cmeinnati platform, is right in principle; and that 
Mr. ADRAIN. I understood the gentleman to || 


I, as a southern man, stand upon it to-day. Itis 
a great reserved right of the sovereign States to 
protect them against the burdens of consolidation 


Now, sir, there is one other point to which I 
The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Hicxkman,] whom I am very happy 
to see in his seat, is reported in the Globe, in re- 


| spect to this question of disunion or secession, 
| as having said: 


** But, if dissolution means that there is to be a division 
of territory, by Mason and Dixon’s line, or by any other line, 
I say ‘no;’ that shail never be. I express my opinion— 


| and that opinion may go before the country, whether false 


or true—when I say ‘no;’ the North will never tolerate 
[ Applause from the Republican 
benehes.]} ° 

** Mr. GARTRELL. 
prevent it. 

“Mr. Hickman. I will tell you how it will be prevented. 
I am neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet; but [ ex- 
press my conviction that there is as much true courage in 
the North, though it may not be known by the name of 
chivalry, [sensation,] as there is in the South.” 

I am glad the gentleman has, at last, in his old 
age, made that discovery. Nobody has ever ques- 
tioned it that lever heard of. Ido not stand here 
to make discriminations between the courage of 
northern men and southern men. J have enough 
nationality left, | have enough Americanism left, 
to proclaim everywhere to ali comers and goers, 
that the people of the North, as well as those of 
the South, know their rights, and when invaded 
by a foreign foe they will dare maintain them. I 
have an abiding confidence in the courage of the 
American people. It is true, I think there are 
some exceptions, and among those exceptions 
may be included those fanatics who can ‘‘ scent 
a nigger in the breeze;’’ the men who are always 
complaining of other people’s woes and ills, but 
who fail to correct their own; intermeddlers, tat- 
tlers, who, when the hour of trial comes, are not 
to be found. Sol say to you, gentlemen of the 
North, when you expect to come down to con- 
quer the South, do not take these Abolitionists 
with you. If you come to the South, you will 
have to come with true men. The gentleman 


| Says: 


«There is as much true courage at the North as there is 
at the South. J always believed it, and, therefore, I will 


|| express it; and I believe, sir, that with all the appliances 
| of art to assist, eighteen million men reared to industry, 
|| with habits of the right kind, will always be able to cope 


successfully, if need be, with eight million men without 
those auxiliaries.” 

The gentleman says those eighteen million men 
are reared to habits of the mght kind. What 
does he mean by that? Does he intimate fighting 
habits? Mr. Clerk, Lam not going into the habits 
of northern or southern men. I am willing to 
grant the gentleman the benefit of his discovery, 
that northern men are as brave as southern men. 
He says they have got habits of the right kind, 
and that they have the ‘‘auxiliaries.”” I suppose 
that means the appliances of war—Sharpe’s rifles, 

ikes, and 
" Mr. HICKMAN. If the 
me an opportunity to do so, 
what I did mean. 

Mr. GARTRELL. 
take too much time. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I mean that when the time 
shall come, if, indeed, it ever shall come, when 
a dissolution of the ae —_ ioe ponble - 
by the le of any State, or by the people o 
anny Seaton, there will be found at that time a 
settled determination to prevent such dissolution 
at all costs and at every sacrifice. That is what 
I mean in the first place; that we, of the North, 





ntleman will give 
will state precisely 


I will yield if you will not 


| 
and that more men will voluntaril 
| 


I should like to know how you are to | 


|| [Applause in the galleries.] 








all the arts to assist us; that we are inured to in- 
_ dustry ;.that we can make more arms and ammu- 


nition in ninety days than the South can buy; 
enroll them- 
selves under that banner which shall haveinscribed 
upon it, ‘* the Constitution and the Union,”’ than 
can be raised by conscription at the South. That 
is what I mean; and I trust that there will be no 
misapprehension with regard to my meaning 
hereafter. 
1 wish to say a word further, and only a single 
word, because I find that this is ‘‘the harp of a 
thousand strings’’—these eighteen million mon. 
Gentlemen seem to congratulate themselves here 
with the idea that there is a divided North on the 
subject of the maintenance of this Union. Now, 
sir, what Democratic Representative is there upon 
| this floor who coincides in opinion with the gen- 
| tleman from Georgia, that the election of a Repub- 

lican President—of any man constitutionally put 
| into the presidential chair—will, ipso facto, be cause 
| for secession? Who is there that agrees with him 
| here on that point? Unless they go to that extent, 
| and say that their people back them up in that 
| opinion, then I declare to-day that there is an 
/ undivided North in favor of the maintenance of 
| the Constitution and the Union, and that at all 
costs, I repeat, and at every hazard, it must and 
will be maintained. —— in the galleries. } 

Mr. GARTRELL. have often heard that 
| song of the Union sung; it is stereotyped in these 

debates; and, sir, the claquers of the gallery, 
who know nothing of the Union outside of the 
spoils of office, applaud whenever there is any 
talk of the Union. You may applaud, you may 
fiddle and dance and carouse when your liberties 
/are being swept away by this sectional party. 
I am glad that the 
_ member from Pennsylvania has made his explana- 
tion; I have been trying to get him upon the rec- 
ord. 
Mr. HICKMAN. There is no difficulty in 
| getting me upon the record in reference to the 
| opinions I entertain. I do not want any gentle- 
man upon this floor to be mistaken as to what I 
mean. Whether any opinion I may entertain is 
for me or against me, I will express it. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I hope that the gentleman 
| will not further interrupt me. I have had no 
chance to reply to what he stated in his first in- 
| terruption. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania adds insult 
| to injury. Says he: we have eighteen million 
men, and we can make more arms than you can 
buy. Why,sir, onecottoncrop of Georgia would 
buy allthearmsin Pennsylvamia. [Laughter and 
applause in the galleries. } 

r. HICKMAN took the floor. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I cannot permit further 
interruption. I have already occupied more time 
than I intended. ' 

Do not gentlemen know that of the $60,000,000 
of revenue raised to support this Government, 
the South pays $40,000,000 and the North only 
$20,000,000, and that in its distribution you get 
$40,000,000 and we only $20,000,000? We give 
| you, in other words, a bonus of $20,000,000 to 
sing songs to the Union. It costs too much: | 
can buy songs cheaper than that at home—ori- 
ginal poetry at that. [Laughter.] 

1 stand here no advocate of dissolutionnew. I 
am no disunionist, per se. I defy anybody to show 
where I ever stated, that when my rights under 
| the Constitution were maintained, I was in favor 
of adissolution of the Union. Iam forthe Union 
of the Constitution, and_you are against the Con- 
stitution. ‘Now, sir, when that time comes, we 
will welcome the valiant knight from Pennsylva- 
nia with his eighteen million men. Will he be at 
the head of a regiment? 

Mr. HICKMAN. The gentleman refuses to 

ive me the slightest opportunity to reply. 
. Mr. GART ELL. I eee eatin the 
amplest opportunity. 

Mr. H CKMAN. I would like to put in a 
single word here. 

r.GARTRELL. Let me ask the gentleman 
one ree that will settle this controversy:@f 
the Republican party succeed in electing a sec- 
tional candidate, and securing the control of both 
branches of the national Legislature, they abolish 








slavery in the District of Columbia, the slave trade 
between the States, prohibit the introduction of 
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' 
slavery into any of the Territories, and refuse the | 
admission of a State because of slavery in its con- | 
stitution—if, sir, the Republican party does any | 
one or all of these things, and the South secedes | 
from the Union, would the gentleman from Penn- | 
sylvania be ready to head a regiment and coerce | 
her back? ; | 

Mr. HICKMAN. My answer to thatis a very 
brief one. I believe, sir, that the proper place to 
redress grievances, real or imaginary, is in the | 
Union, and not outside of it. I think that this is, | 
especially, the forum for the South; for 1 think | 
that she will never be able to redress any griev- | 
ances, real or imaginary, outside of it. [ cannot | 
look forward to a time 

Mr. GARTRELL. I cannot yield to the gen- | 
tleman for the purpose of making a speech. 

Mr. HICKMAN. Let me finish. I do not | 
think any party will take it upon themselves to | 
violate the compact existing between the North 
and the South. I will not look forward to a time, 
I will not anticipate that day, when this country 





will have beeome so demoralized as to stand as a || 


nation of traitors. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I trust when the gentle- 
man again addresses the House he will not, as he 
did on the occasion I have referred to, refuse me 
the en to interrupt him with a single 
word. 





own and the adjoining States, may be brought to this market 
at prices which will enable them to compete with similar 
articles of northern production. 

“6. Resolved, That we recommend to our Legislature, 
1. To establish a norma) school, at which teachers may be 
trained, who shall, in all cases, be preferred as instructors 
in the free schools of this State. 2. T'o require that all 
the books used in the free schools of this State shall be the 
productions of southern authors, and be printed on south 
ern paper by southern presses. 


“7. Resolved, That we recommend to those of our citi- | 


zens who have habitually, during their annual visits to the 
North, and at other times, purchased their supplies of dry 
goods, groceries, hardware, and other articles from north- 
ern merchants, hereafter to extend their patronage in these 


respects to the dealers in such commodities who are part || 
of our own people, share in the defense of our institutions, | 


and contribute to our prosperity. 
8. Resolved, That African slavery, as it exists in these 
United States, is morally and politically right, and is a bless 


ing to both races, and to the world at large; and that it is || 


| our duty, as patriots and Christians, to expand and perpet- 


uate iL. 

9, Resolved, That we ask no guarantee for the institution 
of slavery, founded, as it is,in the natural conditions of 
man, and established by divine appointment. We only 
demand that it shall be left alone, to stand or fall upon its 
own merits. But inasmuch as the rendition of fugitive 
slaves was a condition precedent to the formation and adop 


} tion of the FederatConstitution, it is incumbent and oblig 
| atory upon the General Government, and upon each of the 


I was commenting, when interrupted, upon the || 
remark of the gentleman from Pennsylvania that || 


the North could manufacture more arms and am- | 


munition than the South could buy. When they || 


come down to the South, let me tell them, that | 
we will be prepared to receive them, that everye| 
plowshare will be turned into a sword, and every 
piow-boy will stand ready to drive back the north- 
ern mercenaries. [Applause in the galeries.) 
Even the slaves will be ready to meet you, anc 


defend the homes and firesides of their masters and || 


mistresses. They would repulse you, for they 
scorn your interference in their behalf. They scout 
your abolitionism, your fanatics who neglect the 
poorer classes at your own homes. ‘They say 
that you had better attend to your own paupers. 
Let me say to the gentleman from Ohio IMr. 


sleases, and that if he finds a pauper negro there, 
| will give him ten for every one he finds. You 
never knew, sir, of a negro begging in the South; 
but go to the northern States, and see there the 
thousand emaciated hands stretched out for alms. 

You talk about philanthropy and humanity! 
Attend to your own poor and your own affairs. 
‘Physician, heal thyself.” I do not allude to 
these things in any spirit of boasting. God knows 
I pity the poor men and the poor women of the 
northern States. I would have them come to the | 
South, where there is a more genial climate, and 
where they could be fed, clothed, and protected, | 
and naa when sick, by our slaves. 

Gentlemen of the House, I thank you for your 
kind attention, and will detain you but a moment 
longer. A few days ago, the citizens of Savan- 
nah, a large commercial city of my State, observ- 
ant of these insults and aggressions, met, as I am 
informed, without respect of party, and organized a 
vigilant association for the protection of the rights 
of themselves and their fellow-citizens. Among 


other things, they adopted some resolutions, which || 


so fully coincide with my own opinions upon the 
present condition of the country, that I send them 
to the Clerk’s desk and ask they may be read for 
the information of this House and the country. 


The resolutions were read, as follows: 


“4, Resolved That, looking forward to a time when all 
ties which now connect us with the northern States of this | 
Confederacy may be severed, and considering that prudence 
as well gs a proper regard forthe interests of our own sec- | 
tion demand that all our domestic resources should be fos- 
tered and developed, we earnestly recommend: 1. Direct 
foreign trade. 2. The patronage of southern commerce and | 
manufactures. 3. Education in southern schools and col- 
leges. 4. Patronage to southern authors and editors. 5. 
The employment of southern teachers, and the use of south- 
ern school books. 6. Non-intercourse with all cities and 
sections at the North inimical to slavery and southern in- 
stitutions. And to secure respect to these recommenda- 
tions, we individually and collectively pledge ourselves in | 
all cases to prefer in our business, or for our use, the nat- 
ural and artifieial productions of the South to all others, | 
and goods of foreign origin which have been imported di- 
rectly into a southern port, to those of the same character | 
imported through a northern port. 

5. Resolwed, That we earnestly request of the various | 
t on lines of this and the adjacent States, that 
they will so modify their rates of freight that the iron, coal, | 
slate, granite, lime, and other mineral productions of our | 


State governments, to adopt and enforce such measures as 
will effectually carry out a constitutional provision so just 
and so indispensable. We consider, therefore, that such 


States as have passed laws in opposition to this provision | 


of the Constitution, with intent to hinder, prevent, or ren- 
der difficult the speedy rendition of fugitive slaves, have 
violated the original compact of Union betweenthe States, 
and that they are in open rebellion to the General Govern 
ment, and, as a consequence, are not entitled to represent 
ation in the Halls of Congress. Therefore, we recommend 
to our Senators and Representativesin Congress to object, 
in the most effectual manner in their power, te the admis- 
sion intotheir respective Houses of Representatives from 
any and all such rebellious and revolutionary States.’’ 


Mr. GARTRELL. Those resolutions speak 
for themselves; and I shall attempt no comment 
upon them, more than to cal] upon gentlemen from 
the North to note the fact that our people are not 


| laboring under such a delusion as you suppose; 


| that they are aroused to a keen sense of their 


| them at eneny hazard. 
| for its past ¢ 

| petuated, and will never consent to violate the 
Sranton] that I will take him to Georgia, if he || 


rights, and will assert them fearlessly, and defend 
Yet, we love the Union 
ories; we desire that it may be per- 


common Constitution of our fathers. You have 
placed your sacrilegious hands upon :t, but south- 
ern men never will; and whenever your violations 
of it become too intolerable to be borne, I an- 
nounce now, in conclusion, as I did in the begin- 
ning, that, although alove of Union animates our 
people, yet every man—yea, every matron and 
every fair daughter of the South—will exclaim 
with me, *‘ Give us disunion rather than dishonor 
and disgrace.” 


| attention, and now yield the floor. 


Mr.EDWARDS. Mr. Clerk, Ido notassume 


| any right to dictate or to indicate the proceedings 


of this House in any important particular. But, 
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| and therefore I thought it more important that 
| we should establish, if we may, a rule which 


7 


should govern us not only to-day, but every day 


| hereafter, even until, as a gentleman said the other 


| day, the 4th of March, 1861, if it shall be neces- 


sary to wait so !ong to organize this House. 

Mr. Clerk, I have been very much entertained 
by the eloquence and by the ability of gentlemen 
upon the other side of the House. I have not 
advnitted the accuracy of their statements, nor the 
correctness of their conclusions. But whether I 
agree or disagree, I always listen with pleasure to 
exhibitions of talent. Still I ask, abether any 
good, whether anything but evil, can result from 
the excited, protracted, and prefitless debate in 
which members have indulged? What is the 
effect of it? Itis to alicnate members on this floor; 
to sow the seeds of bitterness and unfriendly feel- 
ing here among ourselves, and to fan the flame of 
sectional agitation both North and South. 

Mr. HILL. I want to ask the gentleman 
whether it is not the habit of members of his party 
to circulate these inflammatory speeches, made by 
southern gentlemen, of which he complains? 

Mr. EDWARDS. [answer only for myself; 
other gentlemen willanswer for themselves. Per- 


| haps it is right that I should state here, in this 
p 5 


connection, that I speak for nobedy here but my- 
self. IT am not the organ of any party on this 
side or of any number of gentlemen. Ido not 
know what the practice of other genuemen may 
be, but itis my practice to send to my constituents 
information of what is passing in this House, on 


| one side or the other. 


{ thank the House for its patient | 


sir, in the accomplishment of every object there | 


are some facilities which are so obvious and which 
lie so much upon the surface, that they escape the 


attention of gentlemen who are engaged in the | 


consideration of a subject in its more important 
aspects. Of this character are some suggestions 


| which I have embodied in the form of a resolu- 





tion, and which I shall present to this House. We | 


have now been engaged for more than thirty days 
in the business of selecting a Presiding Officer of 
this House. That is the very first duty that de- 


| volves upon us as the Representatives elect to 
| thisCongress, But, sir, we are as yet only within 
| the doors of this Hall; we have done nothing; we 


have accomplished nothing. Let me say, further- 
more, that yve have not yet done as ak towards 
the organization of this House, as did the Thirty- 
Fourth Congress in the first six days of its ses- 
sion. I was very much gratified with the dispo- 
sition which was manifested yesterday, by the 
other side of the House, to come directly to the 
business before us, and to suspend discussion. 
We had three votes yesterday. We did not ac- 
or an organization, but I suppesed from 
the disposition then manifested, that we should 
commence voting again this morning, and make 
it our first and paramount business, from day to 
day, until this House should be organized, I 
find, however, that we have gone back to discus- 
sion, and have already consumed two hours of 
this day. I would have waited for some gentle- 
man to call for a vote, but as that has not been 
called for by any party, I am satisfied that a vote 
to-day will not result in the election of a Speaker, 


Mr. HILL. Well, that is a good practice and 
[ commend you for it. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I have sent to my constit- 
uents speeches uttered on the other side of the 
House. I think the country should know what 
is said here, whatever may be its effect. But, nev- 
ertheless, I deprecate its effect. 

Mr. HILL. The object of my question was 
this: while the gentleman and his associates com- 
plain of intemperate speeches made by southern 


| gentlemen, they take pains to distribute these very 


speeches to influence the popular mind of the 
North, and increase the evil of which he com- 
ylains, 

Mr. EDWARDS. The agency which I have 
in distributing these intemperate speeches—as the 
gentleman chooses to call them—is nothing when 


| spoken of in connection with the power of the pub- 


fo 





Seepage ete earn 


lic press of the country. You have your Congres- 
sional Globe here, published under the authority 
of Congress, to give, word for word, everything 
that is said; and you have not only the mails, but 
you have the telegraph carrying everything of im- 
portance said here to every corner of the country, 
almost as soon as it falls from the lip» of the speak- 
ers. I have sat here for the last five weeks listen- 
ing to speeches ostensibly based on the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from *“issouri, [Mr. 
Crark.] I consider that resolution untimely; | 
consider it offensive. I feel that 110 member on this 
floor has a right to ask the action of the House on 
a resolution of that character. I have nothing to 
say about the Helper book. I was not a member 
of the last Congress, and never recommended that 
book. My name is not to any recommendation. 
If it was, I should avow it, or justify it, or excuse 
it; but I do say that when we come into this Hall 
for the purpose of electing a presiding officer, no 
gentleman has a right to rise in his plaee, and ask 
this House to prescribe a rule of action to any 
member to govern him in the discharge of his 
duty. 

Mr. LEAKE. I understand the gentleman to 
say that the resolution offered by the gentleman 
from Missouri is impertinent (I do not mean in 
an offensive manner) to the election of a Speaker; 
that we should not adopt a resolution declaring 
oe (and that is its only purpose) that 
any man who indorsed the Helper book is un- 
worthy to be Speaker. He said we had no right 
to prescribe that as a rule of action. I wish to 
know from the gentleman whether he is not aware 
of the fact that there are fifty-two members on that 
side gf the Hall who subscribed to the Helper 
book and indorsed the doctrines of that pamphlet? 
I ask him further, if he believes that a man who, 
deliberately, of purpose, of malice aforethought, 
solemnly declares to the people of the Union that 
slavery must be abolished by violence, who ad- 
vises, rapine, murder, and insurrection, 1s fit to 
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be Speaker of this House? These are the princi- 
ples of the Helper book, and we are, therefore, 
right in making the issue. 
hope the gentleman will pardon me for trespass- 
ing a moment longer—that the South, at least that 
part of it which I represent, not only holds the 
election to the Speakership of a man who signed 
that book or indorses its principles as a positive 
injury, but as a deliberate and intentional insult, 
which we will revenge in such a manner as we 
may think fit. We regard it as the first step to- 
wards a dissolution of the Union. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I regard the resolution as 
an abstraction, and the discussion predicated upon 
ites the discussion of an abstraction. I think the 
candidate of the Republican party has exonerated 
himself from every charge of having indorsed any 
sentiments like those in regard to which he was 
first questioned. Gentlemen might as well get up 
and propose a resolution that no one who has been 
found guilty of murder is competent for the office 
of Speaker or cught to receive the votes of this 
House. If we should be asked to-vote upon a 
resolution of that character, I should eataed it as 
an insult to the candidate and party who support 
him, 

Mr. HOUSTON. - I would like the gentleman 
to say whether, in the Speakership contest in the 
Thirty-Fourth Congress, there was not a string 
of resolutions introduced in regard to the organi- 
zation of the House, declaring that no member 
ought to be elected who disagreed to these reso- 
lutions, condemning the repeal of the Missouri 
restriction, and asserting the fact that that restric- 
tion ought to be reéstablished by law? 

Such resolutions were forced on the House at 
that time, and were voted for, if I am not mis- 
taken, by the gentieman’s candidate. 

Mr. CLARK, or New York. Ifthe gentleman 
from New Hampshire will permit me, I will put 
a question to him which he may answer at the 
same time. I will ask him whether he would, 
under any circumstances, vote for any man for 
the place of Speaker of this House who entertains 
in his heart the sentiments of intolerance and pro- 
scription that are clearly manifested in the ex- 
tracts from the Helper book which have been read 
at the Clerk’s table? 

Mr. EDWARDS. In private conversation 
with the gentleman who has addressed me that 
question, I might say what I would do and what 
Fama not do: but as a member of the House 
| would acknowledge no obligation upon me to 
answer such an interrogatory. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I beg to say 
to the honorable gentleman that I do not express 
the opinion that the act of the indorsement of the 
Helper book, under the circumstances of the case, 
taken In connection with the alleged disclaimer of 
the honorable gentleman from Ohio, was anything 
more or less than an act of reckless partisanship. 
3ut I desire to know from the gentleman from 
New Hampshire, whether he is of opinion that 
any gentleman who, in his heart, entertains senti- 
ments of intolerance and proscription toward his 
brethren of the South is fit to be Speaker of this 
House? 

Mr. EDWARDS. I, of course, have my opin- 
ions on that question. 

Mr. PHELPS. Are you not willing to give 
your constituents your opinions on that subject? 

Mr. EDWARDS. lam. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then give them. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Yes, sir; my constituents 
know my views, and the gentleman shall know 
them. But, in reply to the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, {Mr. Housron,] I will say, that if there 
was any rule prescribed to govern the voting of 
members in the organization of the Thirty-Fourth 
Congress, i do not subscribe to it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then the gentleman must 
see the very extraordinary position he isoccupying 
before the House and before the country. ile 
he is seeming to cast censure on the resolution 
pending before the House condemning an act 
which no decent man in the community can jus- 
tify, why does he, at the same time, support a 
candidate for the Speakership who himself set the 


example, and who urged on the House, im the | 


Thirty-Fourth Congress, a string of resolutions 
that went precisely to the point of declaring the 
unfitness for the Gudekerahip of a man who did 
not concur with the resolutions? 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. Will the gen- 


‘| tleman from New Hampshire allow me? [Cries 


I say further—and I || 


- 
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| of ** No; no; let us hear him!’’ from the Demo- | 


cratic benches.] I wish to say to the gentleman | 


from Alabama, and to the gentleman from Vir- 


ginia, and to all gentlemen who desire to put such 


—— that if I believed for one moment that 


ouN SHERMAN approbated such ideas and meas- 
ures as are recommended in those offensive ex- 
tracts which have been read from the Clerk’s desk 
at various times, 1 never would have voted for 
him. But it is because I know that he regards 
with the utmost horror every species of encour- | 
agement to servile insurrection and violence in 
the southern States; it is because I know that he | 
deprecates the disturbance of the peace and order 
of society in the South, by arraying the slave- 


holder against the non-slaveholder, that I have || 
| voted for him. 
| recates all schemes and all measures having an 


it is because I know that he dep- 


| anarchical and revolutionary tendency in the slave 


| recommended ‘in these extracts, that I voted for 


States, and all unconstitutional aggressions on the 
vested rights of the South, such as have been 


him; and I will recall my vote if that gentleman, 
now present, will negate what I say. And I 
have no doubt that, if the menacing resolutions 


presented by the gentleman from Missouri were || 


withdrawn, the gentleman from Ohio would then, 
without compromising his dignity on this floor, 
denounce such sentiments. 

Mr. LEAKE. With the consent of the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire, I desire to makea 
single suggestion to the gentleman from Pennsy]- 
vania, [Mr.Morris,] for I have great respect for 
the character of that gentleman. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Let me say 

Mr. LEAKE. Ifthe gentleman objects, I have 
not a word to say. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I will say this: I find my- 
self already occupying more of the time of the | 
House than I intended to do. As, however, I | 
have yielded to the interruptions of other gentle- | 
men, I will yield to the gentleman from Virginia, 
making, at the same time, the declaration that I | 
will not consent to be interrupted again. 

Mr. LEAKE. I am indebted to the gentleman 
from New Hampshire for his courtesy, and I am 
glatl to see that there is that much left of the things | 
that have heretofore bound the two sections to- 
gether. To the gentleman from Pennsylvania, I 





will say this: I have attempted to make no regu- | 


lar speech on this floor; but it will be remembered 
that early in the session I gave utterance, holding 
the floor for a few minutes, to the feelings I then | 
entertained. On that occasion, I propounded cer- | 
tain interrogatories to the distinguished gentleman 
from Ohio, who is now the embodiment of the | 
Republican party in this Hall, as their candidate 
for Speaker. We are told now by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania that he knows that his candi- 
date for Speaker disavows the principles of the 
Helper book. I understand that to be the decla- 
ration of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I speak of 
the offensive paragraphs which were read from 
the Clerk’s desk. I will not speak for the whole 
book, for Ido not know what the whole book 
contains. 

Mr. LEAKE. The question to which I wish 
to direct the attention of the gentleman from Penn- | 
sylvania, and to which I wish him to respond, is | 
this: it has again and again been avowed by gen- | 
tlemen of the non-slaveholding States as well on | 
this floor as elsewhere, that they are utterly and 


lation of master and slave in the States where that 
relation now exists. That they claim oh the other 
side to be a fixed principle, a governing rule of | 
their action. I wish to know of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, who upon this occasion rep- 
resents the candidate of the Republican party for 
Speaker, if Mr. Suerman, of Ohio, at the time he | 
signed the Helper pamphlet or its indorsation, 
did not think that he was signing some book cal- 
culated to interfere, directly or indirectly, whether 
forcibly or by moral suasion, with the relation 
between master and slave? If, in other words, 
he did not know, and does not now know, that | 
the book was designed to operate upon the insti- | 
tution within sovereign States of this Confederacy 

where slavery exists? If ay, then does he not 
stand convicted, and will not he stand convicted, 
of attempting to interfere with the relation of mas- 
terand slave—with property with which they now 


\] : ; : : 
| say the North has nothingtodo? I wish that ques- 








tion distinctively and emphatically answered. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. In the same 
spirit of courtesy and frankness in which the gen- 
iliee from Virginia proposes his question, I will 
respond. I remark simply in reply, that I do not 
know what were the secret aims and intentions 
of Mr. Suerman in giving his assent to the prep- 
aration by a committee of a compendium of the 
Helper book. He relied, certainly, upon the dis- 
cretion of the committee, and, as far as I under- 
stand the matter, the committee relied rather on 
the discretion of Helper himself than on theirown 


| judgment in its preparation. 


But, notwithstanding, now we are at the issue, 
{ will'say to the gentleman from Virginia, and | 
think he will appreciate it, for 1 know he acts on 
high-minded os honorable impulses himself, that 
when the resolution of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri is withdrawn, which, without any disre- 


| spect to the gentleman from Missouri, seems to 


me to convey an opprobrious menace to my friend 


| from Ohio, that that gentleman is ready freely, 


frankly, and fully to express his opinions upon 
this Helper book, and every page of it. 

Mr. LEAKE. I think the resolution of the 
gentleman from Missouri is leveled at fifty-two 
gentlemen upon that side of the House, and not 
exclusively at their candidate for Speaker. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. Not at me, 
among the number, for I did not recommend the 
book. 

Mr. EDWARDS. If I did not answer the ques- 
tion propounded to me here, whether I would vote 
or a man who had been guilty of atrocious crimes 


_ as Speaker ofthis House, or who had avowed sen- 


timents dangerous to the perpetuity of the Union 


| —if I did notanswer a question of that character, 


it would not be because I would be willing to sus- 
tain suc a man for any place whatever. If 1 did 
not answer the question whether I would vote for 
aman for Speaker who had indorsed incendiary 
publications, calculated to excite insurrection, 
murder, arson, and every other crime in the cat- 
alogue, in the South, it was not because I should 
be willing to vote for any man of that description. 


| Mr. Clerk, I will not here, or elsewhere, give my 








support to any man for public office, unless he 
stands clear of crime; and more than that, un- 
less he bears an unblemished reputation. I trust 
that will be a sufficient answer here and else- 
where. 

My objection to the resolution of the gentleman 
from Missouri is this: In the first place, that it 
is inoperative. I concede the right of any mem- 
ber upon this floor, when a nomination is made 
for an officer of this House, to rise in his place 
and give any information he may be in possession 
of in relation to the candidate; and I would go 
further, and say that he might express his pref- 
erence; but I would not go so far as to say that 
it is his right to discuss at very great length, un- 
less it was in a very temperate and a very limited 
manner, the merits of the candidate, confining 
himself expressly to that. But when he under- 
takes to put his opinions in the form of a resolu- 
tion; when he undertakes to get the majority of 
this House to control a minority or the individual 
action of any member of this body, he oversteps 
the line of his duty, in my humble pudement. 
Why, sir, what if every member of this’: House 
should vote that rule, or any other rule—and, ! 
they could vote that rule, they might vote any 


other rule—they might vote that no man should 
entirely opposed to any interference with the re- || 


| bi 





receive the support of any part of this House if 
he was a Republican member? Their power 
would stop there; the rule could not bind the in- 
dividual members. If it could, where are the 
rights of the minority? Where is our responsi- 
lity to our constituents? 

I come here entitled to equal privileges with 
any other member of this body, and among these 
privileges I regard as the last to be surrendered, 
that of exercising my private judgment, unawed 
and uncontrolled, as I shall think best, not only 
in relation to the legislation of this House, but in 
relation to its organization. And I would submit 
to no dictation. If my own conscience should tell 
me that I ought to vote for Joun Suerman, though 
every member of this House should prescribe a 


| rule by which he should be excluded from that 

| chair, I would still vote for him. If thisisright, 

| what can be the utility or propriety of prescribing 
rules on this subject? 
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Mr. KUNKEL. 


Hampshire will pardon me for a moment—— 





If the gentleman from New | 


Mr.EDWARDS. I cannot yield. I have an- | 
nounced that I would not yield to any gentleman | 


again. 
> — ° 
Mr. KUNKEL. I merely wished to ask the 
gentleman from New Hampshire, whether, if the 


Constitution prescribed a rule fixing the qualifica- | 
ofise, [Cries | 


tion of the Presiding Officer of this f 
of **Order!’’] he would not feel himself bound by 


that rule? [Shouts of “Order!’* from the Repub- | 


lican side.]} 

Mr. EDWARDS. I was proceeding to say 
that we have made some attempts at organization, 
but that almost the whole time, from the beginning 


of the session, had been spent in debate, in discus- | 
sion. I will not’‘again characterize that discussion, | 
If we | 


but the time has not been spent in voting. 
are to elect a Speaker, it is to be done by vating 
and not by talking; and I think the time has come 
when we should consider the means by which 
that object is to be accomplished. What is the 
practice now? 
the morning, the floor is taken and a speech is 
made of more or less length; another speech fol- 
lows, and so the whole time is consumed that we 
are willing to sit here. We become impatient. 
We run through a ballot, or perhaps omitit alto- 
gether, and then adjourn bel our day’s work is 
done. Now, sir, | want something more reliable 
than this as an individual member, and for the 
perpen of fixing this matter so that we may know 
»y what rule we are to be governed, I propose the 
following resolution. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
tion. 

Several Members. 
tion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I object to its being read 
for information. 

Mr. EDWARDS. 
in order. 


The CLERK. The Clerk will state to the gen- 


I object to any resolu- 


I present the resolution as 


When the House assembles in | 


Let it be read for informa- 


tleman from New Hampshire that his resolution | 


will not be in order except by unanimous consent, 


there being several privileged motions undisposed | 


of before the House. 


Many Voices. Read for information. 
Mr. EDWARDS. I offer the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That after this day, on each succeeding day of 
the session, until a Speaker shall be chosen, the House will 


proceed to the election of that officer precisely at one | 


o’clock, will go through with at least three successive 
votings, and that if any member shall be in possession of 
the floor, he shall immediately surrender it for that purpose. 
Mr. WINSLOW and others objected. 
Mr. EDWARDS. The resolution, I under- 
stand, is objected to. 


I move asuspension of the | 


parliamentary ruleapplicable to this House, under | 


which the resolution would be out of order, so 
that the resolution may be received as in order. 


If we were acting under the rules of the House, | 


they might be suspended; and, acting under par- 
liamentary law, my position is that we may sus- 
pens any rule of that law that prevents this reso- 
ution from being received. 
Mr. BARKSDALE obtained the floor. 
Mr. WRIGHT. If the gentleman from Mis- 


sissippi does not wish to go on with his remarks | 
now, and he will yield to me, I will occupy the | 


attention of the House for a few moments. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. [yield to the gentleman, 
with the understanding that I will be entitled to 
the floor to-morrow. [Cries from the Republican 
benches of ** Let us take a vote !’’] 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I object to this ar- 
rangement. I insist that if the gentleman from 


Mississippi yields the floor, he yield it uncondi- | 


tionally; otherwise I object. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. 


from Tennessee to submit a few remarks, with 


the understanding that I will be entitled to the | 


floor when he has concluded. 


The CLERK. The C 


Mr. EDWARDS. Is ay proposition in order? | 
ec . erk is of the opinion | 
that it is not in order, under parliamentary law; | 


but, feeling that he has no power to decide the 
question, he will submit it to the House. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I move that the parliament- 
ary law that would exclude the reception of my 
proposition be suspended. When we are an or- 


ganized House, a motion is in order for the sus- | 


pension of the rules, and just such a motion I 
make in reference to the parliamentary law that 


I yield to the gentleman | 


| has grown up here of one gentleman taking the 


ee 








| other side of the House. 
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interferes with the reception and the adoption of | 


the resolution, and ask that the question of order 
be submitted to the House. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
floor. 

Mr. GROW. How does the gentleman from | 
Mississippi yield the floor? 

Mr. WRIGHT. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi has yielded the floor to me, and I yield to 
nobody. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Tennessee | 
will suspend for a moment. 

Mr. GROW. I did not hear the gentleman from 
Mississippi. I understand that he is entitled to { 
the floor. \ 

The CLERK. The Clerk recognized him. 

Mr.GROW. I understand that he proposes to 


} 


I believe that I have the || 


echen raised by 
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the gentleman from New 
fampshire ? 


The CLERK _Itis. 
Mr. WRIGHT Then I willdiscuss that ques- 


| tion. 


Mr. Clerk, I have obtained the floor for the pur- 
pose of replying to some remarks made by my 
colleague of the mountain district of Tennessee. 
I would not come into this discussion at all if it 
were not for positions he has taken which | 
regarded at the time,as Ido now, as utterly inde- 
fensible. When we assembled here at the com- 
mencement of this session, we found three par- 
ties in this Hall: the national Democratic party, 
the southern Oppositionists, and the Repablicnn 
party. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Irise to a question of order. 





yield it to some other gentleman to makea speech, | 
at the conclusion of which he is again to be enti- | 
tled to it. : 

The CLERK. He yields it to the gentleman 
from Tennessee. , 

Mr. GROW. If he yields it unconditionally, | 
I do not object; but I do object to the practice that | 


floor, holding it, and yielding it for speeches to 
whom he pleases. The unfairness of such a prac- 
tice 1s apparent to every member. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. It has been the practice \ 
| since the commencement of this session for a gen- || 


tleman to take the floor and to yield it to others 
temporarily. 1am now entitled to the floor, and 
I yield it temporarily to the gentleman from Ten- 
hnessec. 

Mr. GROW. I know that that has been the | 
practice a part of the time. I was ruled out the 
other day under the same circumstances by the | 
I make the objection 
that the gentleman cannot yield the floor fora 
specch unless he yields it unconditionally. ‘That 
is the way I was served. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. To obviate the difficulty | 
created by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, I 
am willing to yield the floor to the gentleman from 
Tennessee unconditionally; I have no doubt that | 
it will be again given to me when he has concluded 
his remarks. 


Mr. GROW. AllI desire is to prevent the bad || 
practice I have referred to growing up in this || 
‘ 


House. 

Mr. STANTON. Will the gentleman from 
Tennessee postpone his remarks to allow a vote 
to be taken? 

Mr. WRIGHT. 

Mr. EDWARDS. 
fore the House? 

The CLERK. The Clerk, in response to the 
gentleman, will say that there are several ques- | 
tions. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the hour rule applied to | 
the Clerk, he could hardly state them in that time. 
[Laughter. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I understood the Clerk to 


rule that my motion was not in order. 


I prefer to go on now. | 
What is the question be- | 


The CLERK. The Clerk will state that the || 


resolution proposed by the gentleman from New 


Hampshire was objected to; and that, in his opin- || 


ion, under the parliamentary law, it could not | 


now be introduced. The gentleman from New || 
Hampshire has moved that that portion of the 1] 


parliamentary law which stands in the way of the 
introduction of his resolution be suspended. The 
Clerk knows no rule of parliamentary law by 
which that motion for suspension can be enter- 
tained, inasmuch as caveat privileged questions 
under the parliamentary law are now pending, 
namely: two raised by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.Srevens,|andone by hiscolleague, 
[Mr. Hickman. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I do not yield the floor. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I insist that the question 
of order made by me, shall be submitted to the 
House 

Mr. WRIGHT. It is too late now; and the | 
gentleman has not got the floor. 

TheCLERK. The Clerk will state to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee that the gentleman from New 
Hampshire made his question of order before the 
gentleman from Mississippi had the floor assigned | 
to him. He made his motion, and then took his | 
seat. The Clerk did not know whether he per- 
sisted in his motion at the time the floor was as- | 
signed to the gentleman from Mississippi. 


Mr. WRIGHT. Is it in order to 


y | 
iscuss the | 





Mr. WRIGHT. Ido not yieid for any pur- 
yose,. 

The CLERK. The gentleman has a right to 
rise to a question of order. 

Mr. EDWARDS. My point of order is this, 
that on a question of order the debate must be 
confined to that question, and not go into general 
subjects. 

The CLERK. 


It is impossible for the Clerk to 


| control the course of remarks made by gentlemen. 


It has not heretofore been the practice during the 
pendency of these points of order to hold gentle- 
men toany strictrule. If the Clerk had the power 
to direct the course of argument, he waakl will- 
ingly exercise it; not having the power, he must 
decline to exercise it. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I shall follow the example of 
the gentleman, and adhere as closely to the point 
of order as he did. 

Mr. Clerk, when interrupted, I was remarking 
that | would not have trespassed on the House 
at this time but for the remarkable speech of my 
colleague from the mountain district of Tennes 
see, [Mr. Sroxes,] delivered on Saturday last. 
Sir, when we assembled in this Hall, on the first 
Monday in last month, what was the condition 
of parties here? The Democratic party, which 
had been oppesed by the Black iicaltlounn in 
the North and by the Opposition party in the 
South, was represented by about ninety mem- 
bers, greatly in the minority, and incapable from 
its numbers of organizing the House. On the 
| other side sat the Black Republicans, number- 
ing near one hundred and twelve members, and 
| near them sat the Representatives of the southern 
Opposition. ‘The country was intensely excited, 
on account of recent occurrences at Harp r’s 
Ferry and the all-absorbing quest.un of abolition; 
the great question of whether, at this dangerous 
| juncture of affairs, the Representative branch of 
the American Congress was to be presided over 
| by a Black Republican and Abolitionist, was the 
| one upon which all attention was turned. On the 
first day of the meeting of Congress, the Demo- 
cratic party, though in a feeble minority, led off 
in a gallant charge against this dangerous sectional 
Black Republican party, led on by the honorable 
gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Ciark,} who of- 
fered in good faith aresolution declaring thatany 
member of this body who had recommended or 
indorsed the Helper book—a book which teaches 
doctrines of murder, insurrection, and treason 
against the southern States—was unfit to be 
Speaker of this House. 

Under these circumstances I appeal to the whole 
country to know, if we of the Democratic party 
| did not have a right to expect the active sym- 
pathy of the southern Opposition party, every 
member of which save one is a southern man rep- 
resenting southern constituencies here? I do not 
mean that we had the right to expect their votes 
| for our candidate Mr. Bocock, for that I leave to 
themselves to determine; but, sir,.in this war for 
our constitutional rights we had a right to expect 
that if members of the southern Know Nothing 
| party desired to hurl their shafts, they would be 
directed against the Black Republicans, the com- 
mon.enemies of us both, aaa not at the Demo- 
cratic party which stood here, feeble though it 
was, and waged battle in defense of southern 
honor and southern rights. But, sir, how were 
our fast expectations realized? In the very midst 
of the battle, when the charge made by the Dem- 
| ocracy was being felt, when the advancing coi- 

umns of the Black Republicans had been checked, 
when they were waving to and fro and preparing 
for aretreat, the honorable gentleman from North 
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Carolina (Mr. Gitmer] boldly dashed in between || 
the two contending forces, and parried the blow 

which must have hurled the enemies of the South | 
Yes, sir, the honorable gentleman | 


to the earth. 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Giumer,] himself a 


southern man, the leader of the southern dnow | 
Nothing forees here, offered a resolution as a | 


substitute, which, however proper im itself, and 
which, whether intended by him or not, and I do 
not charge that he so intended it, effectually ward- 
ed off a blow from the Democracy which was not 
aimed at him nor his party, but which was di- 
rected against the deadly enemies of the South. 
Various gentlemen of that party have made 
speeches, and among the rest my colivague, [Mr. 
Sroxes;|and I desire the country to bear in mind 


that not one of them, so far as I remember, has | 


directed his remarks against the Black Republi- 
cans, Yes, sir, the domimant party here, the party 
which seeks to strike down the rights of the 
southern Know Nothing, as well as the rights of 
the southern Democrat, goes unwhipped as far as 
the efforts of my colleague’s party are concerned, 
and their blows are all aimed at their southern 
brethren of the Democracy, who are here striving 
to protect a common South. 


jut, sir, [ desire to direet my remarks princi- | 


pally to the speech of my colleague. He declares 
that he cannot unite with the Democratic party in 


this struggle, beeause, as he charges, the party is | 


not a united one, that it 1s disorganized, and that 
its members do not agree among themselves. 


osition, and then show that in remaining in the 


organization where he now is, he is in nowise | 


better off. Sir, what principle is there upon which 
his party allagree? Can he show, from the record 
made here, that on any one question alluded to 


by him his party are more harmonious or better | 
united than the Democracy? How does your party | 


stand on the so-called Lecompton question? Are 
youallagreed onthat? Sir, your colleagues [Mr. 


Maynarp, and Mr. Hirt. of Georgia] were and | 


are in favor of the Lecompton policy of the Ad- 
ministration, whilst the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Grrmer] and your colleague [Mr. 


i:rHeRIDGE] are the bitter, unyielding enemies of | 
Nor are you better agreed on the || 
In our | 


‘hat policy. j 
doctrines of the Kansas-Nebraska bill. 
own State, my colleague well knows there is a 
wide gulf separating the two wings of his own 
party. I understand that your colleague from 
the Trenton district [Mr. Ernerince] places the 
same construction on the Kansas-Nebraska law 


that most northern men place on it, to wit: that | 
it confers the right to exclude slavery from the | 
Territories on the people while in a territorial con- | 


dition; or, in other words, that he places what is 


calied the squatter-sovercignty construction on it. | 


In this, 1 know he does not agree with many dis- 
tinguished members of his own party in Ten- 
nexsee, 


Mr. STOKES. My impression is that there ts | 


no difference among us as to the construction of the 
Kansas-Nebraska bill. I say my colleague voted 
agninst the Kansas-Nebraska bill, for the reason 
that he believed it did contain the doctrine of 
squatter sovercignty, or popular sovereignty, as 
it is called; that he did not advocate the doctrine 
of popular sovereignty in his canvass; but did 
say that Mr. Dove.as’s construetion of that bill 
was the true and proper construction. 

Mr. WRIGHT. sap from this, let us ex- 
amine and see whether you are agreed on another 
question. IL refer to the question of protecting 
slave property in the Territories. The distin- 


understood him correetly the other day, declared 
himself « friend to that doctrine; and all the mem- 
bers of the Know Nothing party from Kentueky 
also favor it Are you agreed upon that? Sir, 
the distinguished gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
Hirt} went so far as to declare that if, in certain 
contingencies, Congress shall refuse to give legal 
protection to slave property in the Terrsories, he 
will unite with the extreme men of the South in 
breaking up this Union. And this brings me to 
the question ef the Union itself. My colleague 
has said that the Democratic party South haf dis- 
unionists in its ranks. Has hie party none; and 
do they all agree on this question? I have just 
shown that one of his party on this floor, the 
distinguished gentleman from Georgia, has an- 
nounced his determination, in a certain contin- 
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For | 
the sake of the argument, | might admit this prop- | 


| was published everywhere. 


, ing to dissolve the Union. 

to a question as to whether he would submit to | 
| the election of Fred Douglass, a free negro, as | 
— gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Hrxz.,) if || 


; cause would he be willing to resist. 
| see, sir, that on this point my colleague is in no 
| better condition in his party than he would be in 
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gency, which I think very likely to occur, to re- | 


sist—yes, sir, resist injustice. In the same spirit, 
I suppose, though not discussing the same point, 
my distinguished colleague from the first district 
[Mr. Newson] boldly and eloquenti 
here, that if the Black Republicans shall obtain 
the control of this Government and commit an 
overt act of injustice against, leading to the peril 
of, the South, he is willing to link his shield to 
the shield even of the secessionists, to repel wrong. 
Here is what he said: 

**Mr. Pryor. . The question I propounded has been an- 
swered only in a general sense. T repeat the inquiry whether 


‘that gentleman, upon his own responsibility, and not as the | 


representative of anybody clse, would be willing that WiL- 


tiaM H. Sewarp should take possession of the Army, the | 


Navy, and all the powers of the Government? 

“Mr. Nevson. Of course I would not. I would deplore 
such a thing. 

‘Mr. Pryor. The gentleman will excuse me. 
all the constitutional powers of the President of the United 
States. Would he allow Witiiam H. Sewarp to take pos- 
session of those powers, or would he resist it even to the 
extentof going out of the Union? 

**Mr. Netson. In answer to that question, Ict me say 
that I do not believe, from the manner in which Mr. Sew- 


ARD has expressed himself, that there is any danger that | 


such a contingency willever happen. Butevenif he should 


be elected President of the United States according to the | 


Constitution and the forms of law, the view I entertain— 
and [ speak for no one but myself—is, that that is of itself 
no cause for a dissolution of the Union, unless he commit- 
ted some overt act leading to peril of the South. The mo- 


ment he did commit any such overt act, why, sir, | would || 
be willing, humble as [ am, to link my shield to the shield 


even of these secessionists, to repel the wrong just as soon 
as IT would repel wrong from any quarter.”’ 

Again, I call the attention of my colleague to a 
declaration made in 1856, at Albany, by Mr. Fill- 
more, your candidate for the Presidency, which 
j Mr. Fillmore was a 
candidate for President himself. My colleague 
voted for him, and, I believe, was on his electoral 
ticket; and that, too,after Mr. Fillmore had made 
this declaration, and had it published to the worid. 
He was portraying the dangers which then threat- 


| ened the Union, and alluding to the probable elec- 


tion of Colonel Frémont, the Black Republican 
candidate. Sir, in that speech he declares and 
argues that the election of a Black Republican 
would justify the South in resisting, evén to the 
dissolution of the Union. 


Here are some extracts from that speech. I | 
| refer my colleague to them: 


“Can they have the madness or the folly to believe that 
our southern brethren would submit to be governed by such 
a Chief Magistrate ?” " - F ° = - 


* Suppose that the South, having a majority of the elec- | 


toral vores, should declare that they would only have slave- 
holders tor President and Vice President, and should elect 
such by their exclusive suffrages to rule over us at the 
North. Do you think we would submit to it? 
a moment. And do you believe that your southern brethren 
are less sensitive on this subject than you are, or less jeal- 
ous of their rights? If you do, let me teil you that you are 
mistaken.’ * + * * * * * * 

** And therefore, you must see that, if this sectional party 
succeeds, it leads inevitably to the destruction of this beau- 
tiful fabric reared by our forefathers, cemented by their 
blood, and bequeathed to us a priceless inheritance.”’ 


Now, Mr. Clerk, does harmony exist in the 
ranks of my colleague’s party, even on the ques- 
tion of the Union? 


ing with extreme men, and resisting even for a 
cause which is likely to occur; and that Mr. Fill- 
more thinks the election of a Black Republican 


President a sufficient cause for the South to break | 
/ up the Union; whilst my colleague the other da 


declared, that for no cause whatever was he will- 


President of the United States, he says, for no 
hus you 


the party to which | belong. 

Sir, if my colleague desires to be in a party every 
member of which is agreed on one great quéstion, 
I can point him to one, though I do this with all 
respect and without any intention to wound. I 
refer him to the Black Republican party, a party 
whose every member is agreed, however much it 
may be disclaimed, in an eternal and unceasing 


war upon the southern States, their rights, their 
| property, and their honor. 


The gentleman arraigned us of the Democracy 
because we refuse to vote for the gentleman stom 
North Carolina, [Mr. Gitmer.} I have already 


given my reasons, and to myself, and I doubt hot | 


BE. 


declared || 


I mean | 


| vote for a Democrat. 
| gument, if gentlemen so desire it, let it be pro- 
claimed to the world that the Democratic party, 


No, not for | 


I show that a distinguished | 
member of his party here (Mr. Hitt] is for unit- | 


Yes, sir; in answer | 





_ to my constituents, those reasons will be amply 


sufficient. I have caused to be read from the 
Clerk’s desk, a certain resolution passed by the 
Legislature of Tennessee, declaring, in substance, 


that ony cooperation with Black Republicans to 


| elect a Speaker, would be dishonoring to the State 


and disgraceful to those who do it. Sir, Mr. 
Gitmer, og the ballot which gave him thirty-six 
votes, received the support of fourteen or fifteen 
Black Republican members. To have voted with 
those Black Republicans would, in my judgment, 
have been a coéperation with them, and I declined 
to do it. 

Mr. STOKES. I stated in my remarks the 
other day, most distinctly and unequivocally, that 
I would not vote for a Republican, for Speaker. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I understand that, sir. M 
point is, that if you vote with the Black Repub- 
licans for a man who is acceptabte to them, you 
violate the spirit and meaning of the resolution. 
Gentlemen cannot say that it is because Mr. Git- 
MER is not a Democrat that we refuse to support 
him. Sir, we have voted for gentlemen who are 
not Democrats; I, with.many other Democrats 
here, have voted for my colleague, Mr. Maynarp; 
not because we agree with him in all political ques- 


| tions, but because we know him to be deadly hos- 


tile to the Black Republican party, its principles, 
and purposes. Other Democrats have voted for 


| the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Borerer,] who 


is not a member of the Democratic party. 

But you say Mr. Gitmer can get Black Republi- 
can votes, and these gentlemen [Mr. Maynarp and 
Mr. Borever] cannot. Well, sir, let that fact go 
to the country, that we of the Democratic party 
are invited to vote for a gentleman who can receive 
Black Republican votes, and that this southern 
Opposition party complained because we prefer 
to vote for gentlemen who are unable to command 
such support. Set the country to inquiring why 
is it that the gentleman from North Carolina can 
receive the votes of Black Republicans, and no 
other southern man can? You ask us to bring 
over ninety Democrats to your party; if it is true 
that the Democrats, by coming to you, can elect 
your candidate, is it not equally true that if you 
will bring all your forces over to us, the candidate 
of the Democracy can be elected. But you say 
you cannot bring those Black Republicans over. 
Very well; let that go to the country too: that 
fourteen or fifteen Black Republicans are willing 
to elect Mr. Gitmer, a southern Oppositionist, 
and that not one Black Republican is willing to 
Sir, for the sake of the ar- 


by going over ina body, could elect the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Gitmer,] with the aid 
of his Black Republican supporters, over John 
SuermMan, and do not see proper todo so. Asa 
Democrat and a southern man, I am willing to 


/ assume my share of the responsibility. Sir, the 


country understands the political status of the 


gentleman from North Carolina, and that political 
| status is a sufficient vindication. 


My colleague 
says he will not vote for an anti-Lecompton Dem- 
ocrat to defeat a Black Republican. 

Mr. STOKES. I desire to set my colleague 
right. I stated that I would not cast my vote con- 
trary to the wishes and sentiments of the people 
whom I have the honor to represent, and as I be- 
lieve, of the majority of the people of the State. 
I said I would vote for no man who is a supporter 
of Mr. Dovetas and his popular-sovereignty doc- 
trines; and I say so yet. 

Mr. WRIGHT. And yet my colleague has 
declared his willingness to vote for Mr. Eruer- 
IDGE, who resisted by all his power and talent the 
repeal of the Missouri restriction; a restriction 
which forever prohibited the constituents of my 
colleague, and my constituents, and all the people 
of the South, from an equal and just participation 
in the enjoyment of common territory, purchased 
by the common blood and treasure of all the peo- 
he of this Confederacy. Yes, sir, my colleague 
says he is ready to vote for Mr. Ernermeer, who 
is opposed to the Lecompton policy of the Ad- 
ministration, and whose position places him, on 
that question, with these very men for whom he 
says he can never vote. 


Mr.GILMER. Does the gentleman say that 

I am a Black Republican; and if so, on what 

ground, or from what statement or act of mine 
oes he say so? 
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Mr. WRIGHT. [I do not, sir. I do not locate 
the honorable gentleman from North Carolina 
among the Black Republicans. 

Mr. STOKES. I wish to ask my colleague 
whether he means to be understood that an anu- 
Lecompton man is a popular sovereignty man? 

Mr. WRIGHT. Ido not understand that those 
gentlemen here who are called anti-Lecompton 
men are for popular sovereignty. But I wish to 
call the attention of the country to the fact that 
my colleague will not vote for an anti-Lecompton 
Democrat, even, I suppose, for the most national 
of them, to defeat the candidate of the Abolition- 
ists, who has advised, by indorsing the Helper 
book, the slaves in his district to cut the throats 
and burn the houses of his constituents. 

Sir, it is a fact well known to the country by 
this time, that’ these Democrats from the North, 
whom my colleague says he will never vote for, 
avree with the most southern men here on all save 
one question. ‘Those men stand here ready, with 
the men of the South, to oppose all attempts on 
the part of the Abolitionists and Black Republi- 
cans to abolish slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, in the arsenals or dock-yards of the United 
Statés. ‘Phey are ready and willing to unite with 
us of the South in demanding a faithful observance 
and execution of the fugitive slave law. They are 
ready and willing to vote for the admission of any 
slave State, whenever its people shall, by their 
constitution legally formed, express their desire 
so to be admitted. Ay, sir, and but for the pres- 
ence of these very men on this floor, as Repre- 
sentatives of the North, long ere this Joun Suer- 
man the Abolitionist, Joun Suerma® the Black 
Republican, and indorser of the Helper book of 
murder, treason, and insurrection, would have 
occupied that seat as Speaker of the American 
Congress. On every question save one, which the 
country understands to be before Congress for its 
legislative action, these gentlemen agree with the 
most southern men here; and yet my colleague 
says he will not vote for one of them, even to 
defeat Joun SHerMAN, the candidate of the Black 
Republicans. 

Mr. STOKES. Does not my colleague under- 
stand the difference between popular sovereignty 
men and anti-Lecompton men ? 

Mr. WRIGHT. I think I do, sir. I under- 
stand them, in one sense of the word, to be one 
and the same. But, to’continue the line I have 
laid out for myself, I return to the speech of my 
colleague. In his remarks the other day, he seemed 
to be particularly anxious to show wherein he dif- 
fered from the Democratic party, whilst he did not 
concern himself to advise us wherein he joined 
issue with the Black Republicans. But he was 
very particular in stating what measures of public 
policy he and the Black Republicans concurred in. 
He says he agrees with the Black Republicans on 
the question of the Union, on the corruptions of 
this Administration, and on the subject of the tariff. 
He might very well have added, that he agrees 
with them on the question of washbowls and 
towels, looking-glassgs and tables, hair-brushes 
and soap, which latter articles were made the great 
overruling questions by the candidate for the 
office of Governor, of my colleague, in the late 
elections in Tennessee. 

| suppose, when my colleague says he agrees 
with the Biack Republicans on the subject of the 
tariff, he means that he and his party are ready 
and willing to vote to tax the people of Tennessee, 
in order to put money into the hands of northern 
capitalists; that he is ready and willing to raise the 
taxes on the poor farmers, who cultivate the hill- 
sides and valleys of the mountain country in his 
district, twenty or thirty per cent.,to make them 
pay the additional price for the iron hoes and 
plows by which they earn a livelihood, in order 
that the rich ironmongers of the North may be 
made richer, and the poor people of Tennessee 
made poorer, and this under the pretense of pro- 
tecting American industry. It was a remarkable 
development, that, after my colleague had indulged 
in this sentiment, when he commenced his stereo- 
typed song to the Union, which everybody un- 
derstands, the only party on this floor which is 
seeking to destroy this Union, (I mean the Black 
Republicans,) and whose principles point in that 
direction, gave him their applause. 

Now, sir, I have no earthly objection to any- 


body applauding a good sentiment, but it becomes | 


me On this occasien to inquire why the real dis- 





gentlemen of the Helper preeramnen ,if they love 
the Union at all, which I deny, are actuated by 


| quite different feelings and motives from thos 


which actuate my colleague and myself. We love 
the Union because it is the work of our fathers; 
because it is the result of the Constitution; be- 
cause it was intended to confer equality of rights, 
privileges, and benefits on all the members of the 
Confederacy. But, why do these Black Repub- 
licans loye it? 


stitution? No,sir. If they had to make a Con- 


| Sutution to-day, they would leave outevery clause 


which gives protection to southern rights and 
southern property. They would leave out the 
clause which gives us representation of slaves, 
which gives us the right to recover fugitive slaves 
or runaway negroes. Sir, they do not love th 
Constitution; they hate it, loathe it, despise it, and 
they know it. ‘They only desire to preserve the 
Union in order to make it an engine of oppression 
to the southern people, They only desire to keep 
my colleague and myself in the Union, and to 
keep our constituents in the Union, in order to 
make us pay taxes. They know that two thirds 
of the taxes which are collected to 


support this 


' Government come off the hard earnings of th 


southern people, and therefore they say they are 
for the Union. It is not because they love us or 
our people. No,sir. ‘They would be glad to sex 

who have more courage than themselves 
cut our throats and burn our houses. They hate 
the South; and the only reason why they do not 
exemplify their hatired is because of their avarice 
and cowardice. ‘That party applauded my col- 
league; a party which, but four years ago, elected 
a man to preside over this House (Mr. Banks, of 
Massachusetts) who was an open and avowed 
disunionist; a man who had ieee that he was 
willing to **let the Union slide.’’ He was ap- 
plauded by that party, a majority of the members 
of which on this floor have indorsed and recom- 
mended a book which teaches treason, murder, 
and insurrection; that party, whose constituents 
at home have held public meetings indorsing the 


those 
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graves of her children to the unhallowed tread of 
traitors. 

And yet more; through their great chieftain and 
probable candidate for the Presidency, [Mr. Snw- 
ARD,] they declare that there is a higher law than 
the Constitution which regulates our authority 
over the domain, and devotes it to the same noble 
purposes. 


: . 
| Again, Mr. Sewarp says: 


i} Reform your own code, extend a cordial welcome to 


|} the fugitive who lays his weary limbs at your door, and 


ls it because they love the Con- | 


| 


act of John Brown and his gang of thieving and | 
murderous traitors in invading a sovereign State, | 
committing treason against fs government, and | 


murdering its citizens. 

As my colleague did not in his remarks consider 
it necessary to define what he understood to be 
the principles and policy of the Black Republican 
party, a show wherein he differed from that 
party, Lhope I may be allowed to state very briefly, 


| in the presence of that party, what I conceive to 


be its present principles and ultimate aims: 

1. They declare has Congress has sovereign 
power over all the Territories of the United 
States, for their government, and that it is the 


| right and the duty of Congress to exclude all my 
| colleague’s constituents, and all the people of the 


South, from going to these Territories and carry- 
ing their property with them. 


2. They propose to abolish slavery in the Dis- | 


| 


|| Mr. STOKES. 


} 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 


trict of Columbia, and in all the dock-yards and | 


arsenals of the United States. 


3. They, through many of their Representa- 


| 


tives here, deny the constitutionality of the fugi- | 


tive slave law, though the Constitution plainly 


| Says, in substance, that fugitive slaves shall be 


given up, and by laws passed in many of the 
Black Republican States, refuse to execute it; and 


by their press and their orators advise armed | 


resistance to its execution. They circulate and 
indorse books calculated to produce servile insur- 


| rection and eivil war, and actually armed and 


equipped a hostile body of men in the North, who 
have invaded a sovereign State, committed treason 
against its government, and murdered its citizens. 

And here, Mr. Clerk, let me ask why was Vir- 
ginia invaded, and her sons murdered by these 
Black Republican traitors? What had she done 
to deserve this unkindness? She had, with a lib- 


| erality unprecedented in the history of sovereign 


| ritory to the North. 


States, surrendered an empire of her lawful ter- 
Out of this territory many 


| States have been formed—States not holding 


slaves. I ask again, why should Virginia have 
been elected as the first victim of Black Republican 
vengeance? Sir, it was because her sons have 
ever been faithful guardians of the Constitution; 
because after having made liberal gifts to anti-sla- 


} 


| 


| very, she was unwilling to surrender also the | 


defend him as you would your paternal gods. Correct your 
own error that slavery has any constitutional guarantee 


which may not be released, and which ought not to be re 
| linquished.”’ 


| He says, further: 

} « Slavery can and must be abolished; and you and I 
must do jt.”* 

Sir, dbelieve Lam justified by the facts in as- 

| serting that itis the ulumate aim and object of the 
Black Republican party, not only to strike down 
the rights of property in the southern States, and 
rob our people of their lawful property, but, sir, 
to either degrade the white men and women to the 
level of the negro, or attempt toelevate the negroes 
to the level of the whites. Sir, in the State of Mas 
sachusetts, where the Black Republicans have 
control, I understand this to be the case now; 
I understand that no legal obstacle exists why 
negrocs should not be militiamen, jurors, judges, 
Governors, and members of Congress. | under- 
stood from the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Dawes,) who spoke the other day, that in 
Massachusetts it was not considered proper to pass 

| laws preventing negroes and white people from 
marrying, and that they were on an equality now 
in that State. Sir, the present Governor of that 
State (Mr. Banks) declared upon this floor, in the 
presence of the American Congress and people, 
that the question of the equality of the whites and 
negroes was a question of endurance, and must be 
| determined by waiting to see whether the white 
| race would absorb the black or the black the white. 
Sir, if this revolting programme of the Black Re- 


|| publican party be ever practically carried out, it 


will not be difficult for my colleague to look into 
| the future, and behold that gallantand brave con- 
stituency of his reduced to the level of the negro, 
or the negro elevated to an equality with them. 
And yet, sir, my colleague says, and prides him- 
| self in saying, that under no circumstances is he 
| willing to resist 





5. I said that I was unwilling to 
| dissolve the Union for any cause. 
| Mr. WRIGHT. I say, sir, that I have the 


|| exact language of my colleague here, as reported 


in the Globe, and he says that for no cause what- 
/ever, no, never, will he agree Yo dissolve this 
| Union. 

| Mr. STOKES. Then thy colleague has cer- 
tainly not read my speech. I am very happy 
that my colleague has alluded to that point, and 


|| Lam exceedingly obliged to him for yielding me 


the floor for a few moments. I stated here that 
| | was not in favor of disunion; that I was opposed 
to any disruption of these States. I said | would 
not agree to dissolve this Union for any cause 
| whatever. 
| Mr. WRIGHT. 


Very well; that amounts to 
the same thing 


I did not desire to misstate your 


|| position. 


| Mr. STOKES. Hold on. I have the floor 
| just now. I uttered, Mr. Clerk, the sentiment 
| uttered by the Sage of Ashland. When asked 

the question when he would consent to dissolve 
| this oe the Sage of Ashland replied, ** Never, 
| never, never; no, never, will | consent to do it.’’ 
Mr. WRIGHT. Now, I hope my colleague 
is through. I wish to proceed. 
Mr. STOKES. I have not finished yet. 
Mr. WRIGHT. lcannot yield for the gen- 
tleman to make a speech and inject it into mine, 
He has stated what he said, and that is all he 
ought to desire to do. 
Mr. STOKES. I never uttered in my speech, 
I never uttered on this floor, the sentiment that I 
| would not resist aggression from the North, or 
| from any other quarter against my State or my 
| people. No,sir. No, sir, if the North, having 
| the p@wer, pass a law which inflicts an injury upon 
| the people whom I represent, or upon the people 
| of my State, ] would resist the execution of that 
| But, Mr. Clerk, I would resist it in the Union, 

and not out of it. I indorse, sir, the language of 


| law, and I would go to the extreme to resist it. 
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the late Governor of Virginia, a few days ago, 
when he was making a speech upon the return of | 


the students from the medical colleges at the 


North. 


on that oceasion declared that he would not dis- 


solve this Union, but that he would fight! in the | 


Union. Lhope, Mr. Clerk, my colleague will grant 
me a few moments longerg Lask it respectfully. 
Mr. WRIGHT. Iwill. Lask my colleague 
if he would be in favor of armed resistance to such 
a Jaw. 
Mr 


manner, 


STOKES. I will resist it in every shape, 
or form that itever comes. I will sub- 
mit to no outrages from any quarter whatever. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I thank my colleague that, 
as a Tennesseean, he is unwilling to submit to 
outrage, . 

Mr. STOKES. That resistance may résult in 
a dissolution of the Union. But, 
again that to aeree to a dissolution of the Union 
I never will consent. Tam sound upon the Union 
question, sir. [{Laughter.] Lam for this Union; 


and let me say to my colleague, and to the gen- | 


tlemen upon this floor, that when this Union of 


sir, I answer | 


| resistance, as proclaimed by my colleague to-day, 


The Governor of Virginia in his remarks || 


| Black Republican measures, whilst on Saturda 


to the execution of your laws, or disunion, as 
oreferred by the more extreme men of the South. 
My colleague, as you have seen, is a conservative 
man, perhaps less ultra on southern rights than | 
any man from the South, yet you see the alter- 
natives. 

Mr. STOKES. Iaek my colleague to state in 
what respect I have changed my Union doctrines 
of that speech ? 

Mr. WRIGHT. In this, that to-day you say 
you will resist, even to arms—which may produce 
a dissolution of the Union—the carrying out of 


you declared that for no cause would you be will- 


| ing to see the States resume their sovereignty. 


| eager to seize the victims of their malice and av- 


ours 1s to be severed, it will not be done by a few || 


fanatics; it will not be dene by a few Hotspurs, 
designing politicians, or office-seekers; it will not 
be done until after the deepest calculation, made 
by whom? By the honest, hard-working yeo- 
manry of the country ; by the yeomanry of what 
my colleague termed the mountain district which 
I represent; by the bone and sinew of the coun- 
try; not until they have had a voice in the matter. 
They have to be consulted, they have to be talked 
to, they have to be advised with, as to whether it 
would result to their benefit or to theirloss. Let 


me say, and | hope my colleague will indulge me | 


for a moment or two longer, that when this great 
Union of ours is to be dissolved, it will not be the 
result of impulse or passion; it will be done after 
mature deliberation, by the honest men of the 
country; it will not be done in a day, a week, a 
month, or a year. No, sir, notwithstanding all 
the speeches coming from the South in favor of 
secession, I say, for all that, it will require cen- 
turies to sever this Union of ours. 
the galleries.] Has it come to this? 

Mr. WRIGHT. I hope my colleague will not 
take up more of my time. 

Mr. STOKES. j 
1 will simply make this statement, that I was very 


much interrupted the other day in my remarks. | 


Only a minute or two longer. | 


; men; do not be afraid to perpetrate these outrages; 
|} we will submit.” 


| Sir, I think I understand why. 


| with him, shall in the next presidential campaign, 
| arise before their fellow-citizens of the North, and 
| warn them of the dangers of sectional parties, 


{Applause in |! 


| “the North would not submit to be ruled by the 


All Lhave now to remark is that I truly regret || 


that there have been sentiments uttered on this 
floor in favor of disunion or secession. I regret 
that it has comefrom the South. Has it come to 
this, that a member of this House, who rises in 


his place after hearing disunion sentiments, and | 


proclaims that he is in favor of this Union, and 
will not let it eo, under all hazards, and to the last 


extremity; has it come to this, I say, that that | 
humble member is to be abused for his sentiments? 


1 now yield the floor to my colleague. 

Mr. RUST. Will the gentleman allow me a 
moment? 

Mr. WRIGHT. 
me at this time. 

Mr. Clerk, when my colleague, the other day, 


I hope my friend will excuse 


was addressing the House, it seemed to me that | 


he was actuated by a different sentiment than that 
which now moves him. I confess, sir, that I was 
very much astonished to hear my colleague make 
the declarations that he made upon that occasion. 
But now, sir, he declares that if the Black Repub- 
licans get the control of thisGovernment, and pass 
any law which inflicts any injury on his constit- 
vents, he will resist its execution, even to the 
shedding of blood. He says he will resist it in 
every way. Then, sir, in that case he is for civil 
war; he is for resistance with the sword, the mus- 
ket, and the cannon. He very frankly admits 
that this course will lead to a dissolution of the 
Union, yet he is for resistance to Black Republi- 
can rule inthe Union. Mr. Clerk, 1 want no mere 
varty triumph over my honorable colleague; but 

have elicited from him this reply in order to 


show the Black Republican party what is the inevit- | 


able consequence, from these developments, if{they 
insist on carrying out their party schemes. I call 
the attention of the Black Republican party to the 
response of my colleague. 


Gentlemen, you see | 


that in carrying out the principles which you pro- | 


fess, you have one of two dread alternatives to 
choose. You musteitherexpect civil war, armed 


| afraid, there is no danger.”’ 


| bones of her noble sons now bleach the earth; to 
| the grave of her own Jackson, who never, In all 


_ caused the enemies of his mother State to laugh 


| not too fast. j 
|| Wiixu1am B. Strokes, of Tennessee. 


'torily, | might have remained silent; but I felt 


But, if my colleague says he has not changed his 
position, I withdraw the remark rather than yield 
any more of my time. F 
Mr. Clerk, I have said that I thought it very 
remarkable that my colleague, a southern man, 
in the very presence of the Black Republicans, 
who sit there flushed with recent victorics and 


arice, should have said to them, ‘‘ Go on, gentle- 


; 


Mr. STOKES. I respectfully ask my col- 
league where, in my speech, I used the language 
he ascribes to me? 

Mr. WRIGHT. The gentleman will observe 
that I am calling his attention to the practical 
results of his speech. I saw Black Republicans 
subscribing for hundreds and thousands of copies 
of his speech, to spread them broadcast, through- 
out the abolition regions. Why do they do this, 
sir? Does my colleague’s speech contain aboli- 
tion or Black Republican sentiments? Why then 
is it desirable that the constituencies of these 
Black Republican gentlemen shall read this speech? 
It is for a pur- 
When Mr. Fillmore, or those who agree 


pose. 


warn them of the dangers of electing the candi- 
date of this sectional Black Republican party to the 
Presidency, and tell them, as did Mr. Fillmore, 


South, and how can you expect your southern 
brethern to submit to this humiliation?’’—north- 
ern Republicans, northern Abolitionists, northern 
traitors, will arise and say—* hold, gentlemen, | 
I hold in my hands the speech of 
Te is a 

He does not understand the south- 


southern man. 


He erects for the southern people a lower standard 
of patriotism than Mr. Fillmore does. Be not 


Sir, under a sense of my inability to present 
these questions to the country ably and satisfac- 


that I could remain silent no longer, when my 
colleague undertook to portray to the country the 
weakness and inability of Tennessee and of the 
South to defend themselves against aggression. 


Sir, if my colleague could not find it in his heart || 


to point these enemies of Tennessee—the State 
which has honored him with a seat here—to her 
glorious achievements in the past; to the gallant 
conduct of her sons at New Orleans, at the Horse 
Shoe; to every battle-field of Mexico, where the 





his eventful life, submitted to wrong; to her mil- 
lions of inexhaustible material; and to her brave 
sons, who are ever ready to resent insult and in- 
jury, he might, at least, have given her the poor 
boon of his silence. [Applause in the galleries.] 
Sir, if he thought our noble and gallant State too 
weak and feeble to defend herself against wrong 
and injury—which I utterly deny—like the faith- 
ful son of Noah, he might, at least, have covered 
her nakedness. 

I hope, sir, that it was not in the spirit of the 
accursed Ham, that my colleague stood here and | 


her to scorn. ; 

My colleague says that the Democratic fiarty 
is a sectional party, and that the Black Republi- 
can party is also sectional; that his party stands 
between the two, and that on his party rest the 
hopes and destinies of the country. Sir, he says 
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i as ° . ron 
|| his party is neither of the North nor the South, 


though it is well known that every member of his 
arty on this floor, save one, is from the South. 
He stands on medium ground; he is neither of 
the North nor of the South. 


* Lo, on a narrow neck of jand, 
*T wixt two unbounded seas he stands, 
And casts a wishful eye.”’ 

{Laughter.] 

The hopes and destinies of this great country, 
says my colleague, hang upon the Know Nothing 
party. 

Mr. Clerk, when I reflect upon the greatness and 
glory which this country has already attained to; 
when I remember that it has thirty million inhab- 
itants, a territory reaching from ocean to ocean 
and from lake to gulf, a commerce which floats 
on every sea, and is fanned by every breeze; 
when I reflect, what future glories it may yet 
attain if wisely and properly administered, and 
then think that all aiilenet suspended on twenty 
or twenty-three Know Nothing members of Con- 
gress, I am almost forced to exclaim: 

‘* Great God ! on what a slender thread 
Do we poor mortals hang.’ 

{Laughter. ] 

Sir, why does my colleague say that the Demo- 
cratic party is sectional? Because of its location ? 
It has given us a President from the North, a 
Vice President from the South. On this floor it 
has Representatives from the South, from the 


| North, from the East, and from the West. Demo- 
crats from the North have voted for men of the 


| the North. 


South of all Parties, and Democrats from the South 
cast their votes most cheerfully for Democrats of 
In 1856 over a million and a quarter 
of northern Democrats cast their votes for the 


| candidate of the Democratic party. 


Is it sectional on account of its principles? 


| What principle does the Democratic party hold 


| fugitive s 


| to that is not national? 


Sir, I thank my honorable friend from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Lamar] for extorting from my col- 
league the reluctant admission that even the most 
extreme Democrats of the South claimed and de- 
manded nothing which was not constitutional and 
just. Sir, I ask, what do the most extreme Dem- 
ocrats of the South demand of the North that is 
objected to by my colleague or any of his party? 

1. They demand a faithful execution of the 

wee law; that runaway negroes, escap- 
ing from southern States, shall be delivered up to 
their lawful owners. Isthat sectional? Does not 
the Constitution guaranty them this right, and 


| does my colleague call that sectional? They ask 
ern people to be as brave as does Mr. Fillmore. | 


that Congress shall not interfere for the purpose 
of abolishing slavery in the District of Columbia, 
| nor in the States, nor in the arsenals and dock- 
yards of the United States, nor in the Territories. 
They demand that the southern people shall have 
an equal participation in the common Territories: 
the right of southern citizens to emigrate to the 
Territories, and carry with them their property, 
and enjoy it under the protection of the Govern- 
ment. lLask my colleague whether, in all these 
demands, he can find anything sectional or which 
works injustice to the North? He has already, 
in response to my honorable friend from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Lamar,] answered positively in the 
negative. ‘Then, I ask again, why does he charge 
sectionalism on the Democratic party? 

Mr. Clerk, I will detain the House but a few 
moments longer. I think I have answered m 
colleague. If he desires eos to preserve this 
Union, I would advise him to bend all his ener- 
gies to preserve the Constitution, because the 
Union is the result of the Constitution. Sir, he 
must aid in defeating and in destroying this sec- 
tional Black Republican party, which seeks to 
destroy the Constitution, and thus destroy the 
Union. If my colleague will do this, instead of 
wasting his voice and time ‘n warring on the 
Democratic party—a party wich has withstood 
the assault of giants and which has ever stood up 
for the rights ofevery portion of the Confederacy— 
he would soon hear no more of disunion. We 
of thé Democratic party love this Union too, 
quite as well, and, in my opinion, much more 
wisely than does my colleague. We love it be- 
cause it is the work of our fathers; because it was 
designed to confer equal rights upon every mem- 
ber of the Confederacy. e have made many 








| sacrifices to preserve it, and I trust we are ready 
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and willing to make many more. Sir, I am will- 
ing to make many more, so that I do not sur- 
render the Constitution. I am willhhg to sacrifice 
blood and treasure; yes, sir, I will do anything 
save to make a base surrender of the Constitu- 
tion, our equality and our just rights under it. 
These, I trust, we will never yield. I hope never 
to see the day when the brave, patriotic, and in- 
domitable people of my beloved and honored 
native State shall quictly, dishonorably, and cow- 
ardly submit to the unconstitutional dictation of 
a part , of traitors, to be despoiled of their prop- 
erty, de srived of their rights, and reduced to the 
ancevielte condition of beggars and suppliants 
for justice, and that, too, in a Government where 
they have the right to demand it. le of the South. I believe it will be demonstrated 

Mr. Clerk, Lhave done. The honorable gen- |} in God’s own good time, and when that time does 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. Hi.i] requested me to || come, the Union will be far stronger in the affee- 
yield to him for a moment, to —— his position || tions of the people of all sections than it is to-day. 
on the point I alluded to in the beginning of my || That is what I ardently desire. I never seek to 
remarks, and I do so, as the gentleman was not || inflame sectional feeling in any direction, and | 
present when I made the allusion. trust I may never live to see the day when such 

Mr. HILL. In adebate, which sprung up here || injustice as I have indicated, either by congres- 
about the 20th of December, I made some re- || sional prohibition or the power of popular sover- 
marks which I have not referred to since. But I || eignty, will be committed, and the southern peo- 
do not often mistake my sentiments, and I meant |; ple be excluded from the occupancy of any Ter- 
to say then what I say now. I think I stated on || ritory where slavery would otherwise enter and 
that occasion that Iwas a Union man, orasouth- || remain. 
ern man with Union sentiments, and some peeu- |} Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
liar views. Among other things, [remember very 
distinctly, I stated that if some person, disagree- 
able to me on account of his political sentiments, 
as obnoxious even'as an Abolitionist, were ele- 
vated constitutionally to the Presidency of the 
United States, I would not regard it as sufficient 
cause for disunion. I also stated, as I now re- || 
member, that there was a point, a grave one with 
me, interested as I felt myself and my constitu- 
ents to be in the institution of slavery, and it was || 
this: While I would not insist upon a general law 
for the protection of slavery in all the Territories, 
that whenever a case arose respecting a Territory 
where, by its location, it mainte be reasonably sup- 
posed the institution of slavery would certainly || 
go and would exist, if it were not prohibited by || 
congressional action or by territorial legislation 
under the peculiar doctrine of Senator Dovetas, 
and by either of these means it should be excluded | 
from such Territory, I would for that cause join 
the extreme men of the South, and call upon the 
Government of the United States to give protec- 
tion in such Territory to every species of prop- 
erty. I did not say to what extreme measures 
I would resort; but I do not scruple to say this, 
that whenever the day arrives that Iam convinced 
that either by congressional action or by pouring 
anti-slavery votes upon a southern Territory, the 
institution of slavery is prevented from extending 
itself beyond its present limits, I will unite with 
southern men of extreme character to resist such 
an injustice. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. Clerk, the gentleman 
from Georgia has stated substantially what I un- 
derstood his position to be. I now thank the gen- | 
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. Barxkspa.e] for the 
courtesy he has shown in yielding to me, and the 
House for its attention. 

Mr. HILL. But I beg to add right here, that | 
at the same time I do not belong to that class which 
indulges in menaces; not at all. 

My friends will pardon me for saying that | 
speeches have been made on this side of the Cham- 
ber which do not meet my views of expediency or 
good taste. Certainly there will be others made 
on the other side, if threats are carried out, which 
will be much more repugnant tome. I deprecate 
all these things. I think they are hurtful to the 
Union. I, this morning, propounded an inquiry 
to a gentleman over the way from New Hamp- 
shire, (Mr. Epwarps,] who, it seems to me, did 
not oe, comprehend the purport of it. An- 
other gentleman I have in my eye, regretted that 
the question Was not propounded to him. It was 
this: while complaining of the extreme denunci- | 
atory tone of southern Representatives toward the 
North, I asked him if it was not speeches of the | 
character of which he was complaining, that he || 
and his associates took peculiar pains to dissem- || 
inate among the people of the free States? A gen- 
tleman sitting near him wished I would ask him | 
the question, because he could give me some in- | 
formation on the subject, saying, at the same 
time, that he had subscribed for one thousand 
copies of the most ultra southern speeches he had | 


heard, for distribution in the North, whereby,as 
I suppose, to keep up the inflammatory state of the 
public mind. I ré plied that [ never sent an ill- 
iatured or irritating speech of northern mento my 
district. And I never will. Why? Because I am 
too great a lover of this Union, and of the institu- 
tions of this country. I am too strong a hoper and 
| believer in the good sense and toleration of the 

people of this Union to believe that they will ever 
| madly precipitate themselves upon disunion. 1 
will love on, and love hopefully, trusting that the 
day will yet come when the intelligence and prac- 
ticability of the free States will bring them tothe 
| conclusion that the institution of slavery ts really 
as essential to their prosperity as it is to the peo- 


1 presume I am the 
centleman to whom the gentleman from Georgia 
refers. 

Mr. HILL. Yes, sir; you are 

| Mr. FARNSWORTH. I! did say to the gen- 
tleman fgom Georgia that I regretted he had not 

asked me the question; that | would have an- 
swered that we did subscribe for these speeches 
| and send them to northern Democrats, for that 
was the only way by which we could convince 
them what theirsouthern brethren said about them 
in Congress, as northern Democrats would go 
home and deny to their constituents that any such 
sentiments were uttered here. We were obliged 
to arm ourselves with these documents, for the 
purpose of convincing them of what took place on 
the floor of Congress. 

Mr. HILL. The Democrats of my district are 
a very different class. They are intelligent peo- 
ple, and not so easily deceived. I make no com- 
plaint of them, as a party, for any injustice done 
me. I am sorry to hear so bad an account of 
their northern brethren. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FLORENCE. I may be permitted to say 
just here to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
| Farnswortn,] that his effort is like sowing seed 
upon barren rround, for he may re stassured that 
the returning sense of justice so unmistakably 
exhibiting itself in the North, will totally extin- 
guish hisirrepressible-conflict doctrines and party, 
and send them into outer darkness. 

Mr. LEAKE. I have no design to make a 
speech—none in the world. My only design in 
taking the floor is to correct a misapprehension 
into which the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Strokes] has fallen, in regard to the position of 
the honored State which I have the honor, in 
part, to represent. That gentleman quoted this 
morning the language of the late Governor of Vir- 
ginia, in the speech which he made to the students 
returning from Philadelphia to Richmond, two or 
three weeks since. He quoted it with approba- 
tion; and I presume his intention was to attribute 
to the State of Virginia the sentiments of Gov- 
ernor Wise’s speech. 

Mr. STOKES. I did allude to the remarks 
made by ex-Governor Wise, in which he said that 
he would fight in the Union. He went-further, 
and stated that if he were President, he would 
send a commission to the northern States that 
have passed laws contrary to the rights and in- 
|| terests of the South, and would demand a repeal 
| of those laws; if they refused, he would send a 
| second, and a third time, and if they persisted in 
refusing, they would do so at their péril. 

Mr. LEAKE. I presume there is no difference 
between the gentleman and myself as to the lan- 
guage of Governor Wise. I am not kere to vin- 
dicate the late Governor of Virginia, or to defend 
him in any particular. 
the honor of the State of Virginia, independent ofall 
Governors and all outside intluences. Ladmitthat, 
for aught I know, the gentlema:: has quoted him 








backbone of the State one hundred angi fifty miles, 
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I am here to take care of 


correctly. But I say, on behalf of the sixth con- | 
gressional district, stretching as it does along the || 
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and comprehending within its limits the very heart, 
hically and sentimentally, ofthe State, that 
I repudiate the sentiment which the gentleman 
aseribes to the late Governor of Virginia. I choose 
rather to refer to the Repres« ntatives of that State 
to hear her sentiments than to any other source. 
It never entered my head, and I undertake to say 
that it never entered the brain of any Represent- 
ative of Virginia on this floor, to fight inside of 
this Union. The idea is ridiculous in the ex 
treme. Itis the reductio ad absurdum. We hav: 
a remedy which we have a right to apply. Vir- 
ginia is the judge of that remedy. Pardon me for 
saying that Virginia knows her rights and dare 


reograp 


maintain them. She is the exclusive judge of any 
infringement of those rights, and of the remedy 
which she shal apply. And never, in the history 
of that Commonwealth, never from 1798 to this 
day, has Virginia dreamed of creating 
cine war within the Union. 

But she wll do another thing. There is a 
veaceful remedy—ay, sir, a constitutiong! remedy 
ee to stand on the ground that our SEW 
ARDS occupy. I scorn to place the rights of Vu 
ginia on that higher law that has been preached 
at the other end of the Capitol, and that is also 
held and practiced at this end of it. Virginia has 
the right, when she pleases, to withdraw from 
this Confederacy. [Applause from the Demo 
cratic benches.} Whenever the heavy hand of 
oppression is laid upon her, whenever she feels 
that the burdens ofthe Union more than counter- 
balance the benefits to result from it, she says to 
you, with that quiet and dignity which become her 
proud and ancient’ renown, © | withdraw myself 
from your association, and stand here as | was 
originally, on that proud and elevated ground of 
ure, independent, undelegated sovereignty ,which 
| never consented to divide with you.’’ That is 
her doctrine. We will not fight in the Union, but 
quit it the instant we think proper to do so. We 
make no war on our sister States of the Confed- 
eracy. We have no right to assail the State of 
New York or the State of Pennsylvania or the 
rallant little State of Delaware, which Major Noah 
once said he could put in his breeches pocket, and 
if he could, his pocket would have contained a 
sovereignty. 

We hold to the rights of the States as an abso 
lute, indefeasible right; and we hold furthermore 
that that right is not aggressive in its character. 
It is protective and notaggressive. It is defensive 
and not offensive. It isashield and nota sword; 
or if a sword itis as that flaming sword which 
cuarded the gates of the garden of Eden, turning 
every way, and yet doing harm to none except 
such as attempt to invade the sacred precincts 
which it guards. [Applause.] 

There is Virginia doctrine for you.. Neith¢r 
Governor Wise nor all the Governors in creation 
shall commit me to anyother. I make no war on 
the ex-Governor of Virginia, eloquent and abl 
as he is chivalric and brave; but just as erratic 
I do not choose to bow down to every sentiment 
he utters. I stand here the advocate of State sov- 
ereignty, pure and absolute, and I never intend to 
vive it up. 

Mr. SCRANTON obtained the floor. 

The CLERK. The Clerk desires to make a 
statement to the gentleman from Mississippi, {Mr. 
BARKSDALE,]| as well as to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Scranton,] to whom he as- 
signed the floor a moment ago, ‘The gentleman 
from Mississippi obtained the floor, and yielded 
it to the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Wricut} 
unconditionally, as the Clerk understood him. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania mad applica- 
tion for the floor; and not having oceupied tt here- 
tofore, and the members of his own party having 
occupied but a small portion of the time of the 
session, the Clerk felt it to be his duty % award 
the floor to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I certainly have no ob 
jection to the floor being occupied & the gentle- 
man srrom Pennsylvania thisevening. I desire to 
speak in the morning. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. If my col- 
league will give way, I will move that the House 
adjourn. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to ask the gen- 
| tleman from Pennsylvania if he proposes to oc- 
cupy the floor in the morning? 

Me. SCRANTON. I shall not occupy the floor 
| for more than ten minutes. 
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Mr. CLEMENS. |! 
Speaker be taken. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I move 
that the House do now adjourn. ‘Thereis nouse 
in having a ballot for Speaker. 
nothing. 

Mr. CLEMENS demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to adjourn, and called for tellers on 
the yeas and nay 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. Srevens’s motion was agreed to; and 
thereupon (at five minutes to four o’clock, p.m.) 
the Llouse adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 11, 1860. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurney. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
CREDENTIALS. 
Mr. RI@E presented the credentials of Hon. 
Morrow 8S. Wirkinson, elected a Senator by the 
Legislature of the State of Minnesota, for the 


term of six years, commencing on the 4th day of 


March, 1859; which were read, and the oath pre- 

scribed by law was administered to Mr. Wivkis- 
son, and he took his seat in the Senate. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. BROWN presented the petition of Edwin 


Green and others, citizens of Washington, pray- 


ing for the grant of a charter to an association of 


the citizens of Washington for making a passen- 
ger railway from the navy-yard to Georgetown; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia 


Mr. KENNEDY presented the petition of 


Mary J. Maltby, praying to be allowed a pen- 
sion, as widow of the late Lieutenant James 
West, of the Army; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LANE presented a report of the commit- 
tee for Lane county, Oregon, in relation to the 
value of certain property used ordestroyed during 
the Indian war in that State; 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and Militia. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of R. L. Beall and other offi 
cers of the Army, in behalf of the officers and troops who 
served in New Mexico from May, 1848, to March, 1852, 
praying to be allowed the same extra pay as was allowed 
to those who served in California and Oregon, on the file 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia. 

On motion of Mr. TEN EYCK, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of Joshua Shaw, praying to 
be. allowed the balance of an appropriation made to com 
pensate him for the use by the Government of the percus- 
sion cap invented by him, on the files of the Senate, be 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, it was 
Ordered, That the petitien of the legal representatives of 
John G. Mackall, praying indemnity for the destruction of 


a house during the fast war with Great Britain, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the legal.representatives 
of James Bell, deceased, praying the settlement of his ac 
counts for advances made by him during the revolutionary 
war, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion of Mr. IVERSON, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the petition of the legal representatives of 
George Mayo, deceased, praying compensation for his ser 


viees as a clerk in the Post Office Department, on the files | 


of the Senate, be reterred to the Committee on Clainis 


On motion of Mr. IVERSON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of James and Theodore Wal- 
ters, praying that certain lots of ground in the city of Wash- 


ington may be conveyed to them, on the files of the Senate, | 


be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. LANE, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of Elias Yulee, receiver of 
the land office in Washington Territory, praying reim 
bursement of an amount paid by him for clerical services, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of G. R. Barry, a purser in 
the Navy, praying compensation for services as judge advo- 
cate, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. IVERSON, in pursuance of previous no- 

tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 


ns — 
move that a vote for 


It will result in | 


which was referred | 


THE CONGRESSI 


(S. No. 53) to amend the act to establish a court 


for the investigation of claims against the United 
States approved 24th February, 1855; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HEMPHILL, in: pursuance of previous 


notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill | 
(S. No. 54) to increase the salaries of the judges || 


of the United States for the eastern and western 


districts of Texas, and to regulate the a 1 
Jnited | 


tion of the attorneys and marshals of the 
States for said districts; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
Tilman Leak, praying that certain money paid 


by him for land which had been previously sold | 


and patented by the United States to another per- 
son may be refunded with interest, submitted a 


report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 55) for the | 


relief of Tilman Leak. The bill was read and 
passed to a second reading, and the report was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Military 


Affairs and Militia, to whom was referred the bill 


(3S. No. 47) to promote the efficiency of the Army 
by retiring disabled or infirm officers, reported it 
without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 46) to prevent deser- 
tion, and to facilitate enlistment of soldiers in the 
Army of the United States, reported if without 
amendment, 

Mr. MALLORY, fromthe Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of 
tichard W. Meade, late a lieutenantin the Navy, 
praying to be allowed certain expenses, reported 
a bil (S. No. 56) for the relief of Richard W. 
Meade; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom | 


was referred the petition of George B. Bacon, 
praying to be 
tween the pay of captain’s clerk and that of pur- 
ser, during the time he acted as purser on board 
the United States sloop-of-war , snag re- 


| ported a bill (S. No. 58) for the relief of George 


B. Bacon, late acting purser of the sloop-of-war 
Portsmouth; which was read, and passed to a 
second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the petition of David D. Porter, a lieu- 
tenant in the Rent, praying that his accounts for 


certain secret services performed in the Island of | 


St. Domingo, by order of the Secretary of the | 
| Navy, may be settled on.principles of equity, re- | 


pone a bill (S. No. 57) for the relief of David D. 
-orter; Which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom was | 


referred the petition of Hiram McCullough, of 


Cecil county, Maryland, praying to be released | 


from his suretyship on the contract of S. A. West 
and G. McCullough, for the delivery of stone at 
the Gosport navy-yard, reported a bill (S. No. 59) 
for the relief of Samuel A. West, George McCul- 
lough, Hiram McCullough, and Charles Pender- 
grast; which was read, and passed to a second 


| reading. 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the memorial of Ann 
Scott, widow of William B. Scott, deceased, pray- 


| ing that authority may be given to the accounting 
| officers of the Treasury, to allow her a commis- 
sion upon the disbursements of her husband as | 


ension agent, submitted a report, accompanied | 


»y a bill (S. No. 60) for the relief of Mrs. Ann | 


Scott. The bill was read and passed to a second 
reading, and the report was ordered to be printed. 


TERRITORIAL POLICY. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the following resolution, which was submitted by 
Mr. Pveun on the 15th ultimo: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of repealing so much of the 
act, approved September 9, 1850, for the organization of 
‘Territorial governments in New Mexico and Utah, as re- 


| quires that all the laws passed by the Legislatures of those 


} 
} 
| 
i 
| 


Territories shall be submitted to Congress for approval or 
rejection. 


The pendigg question being on the amendment | 


| 
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offered by Mr. Haran, to insert at the end of 
the resolution the following: 

And said committee is also instructed to inquire into 
the propriety of authorizing the people of each of said Ter- 
ritories to elect all their Territorial officers, executive, le- 
gislative, and judicial, in such manner as the Legislature 
thereof shall provide. 


Mr.GREEN resumed the debate, and concluded 
the speech which he commenced yesterday. [The 
whole speech will be published in the Ap wee} 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. resident, Poe 
to say something on the subjects that the Senator 
from Missouri has been touching upon; but having 
been quite unwell lately, I am not strong enough 
to do so to-day; and understanding ‘that the Sen- 
ator from Ohio desires to speak in reply to the 
Senator from Missouri, I will yield to cee I 
do not like to interfere as long as any Senator de- 
sires to goon. I hope, however, that when he 
is through, he will move a postponement of the 
question, as I cannot go on to-day. 

Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, there is nothing I 
dislike so much as a prolonged controversy, and 
especially when I am one of the parties to it. The 
Senator from Georgia was not strictly entitled, 
by the usage of debate, to reply to me; neverthe- 


, less, if he alone had spoken, I should have called 


for a vute upon my resolution. But the Senator 
from Missouri, [Mr. Green,] whilst professing 


| to be the friend of peace in the Democratic party, 


| ical opponents. 


whilst deprecating this very discussion, has not 
only engaged in it at greater length than any 
other Senator has done, and.brought into it a 
great varicty of topics to which no one else has 
alluded, bui he has openly accused the Senator 
from Illinois [Mr. Doveas] and myself with at- 
tempting to produce a disturbance in the ranks of 
the Democratic party, with agitating this ques- 
tion, and ministering to the success of our polit- 
Now, sir, as I intend to respond 
to that accusation, and to respond to it as deci- 
sively as I can, | may be permitted, thus being 


_ called up, to say one or two things for the benefit 


of the Senator from Georgia. I quoted from his 


| speech of July 26, 1848, to show that he then pre- 


allowed the difference of pay be- || 


ferred the doctrine of squatter sovereignty in its 
broadest sense to any intervention whatever by 
the Federal Government in the Territories. 

Mr. TOOMBS. _Is the Senator alluding to me? 

Mr. PUGH. No, sir; to your colleague, [Mr. 
ane Here is whatthat Senator said. Let 
us see if I misrepresented him. In his speech of 
July 26, 1848, he said, in the other House: 


‘It is admitted, however, by all parties, that there isa 


| point of time at which this question of slavery or no slavery 


| tories. 


may be, and must be, decided by the people of the Terri- 
When they mect in convention, in the exercise of 
sovereign authority, to form a constitution preparatory to ad- 
mission into this Union as a State, then they may regulate 
this question of slavery at pleasure. The only difference 


| of opinion upon the point is, whether the people may or may 


not, under the Constitution, exercise this power by territo- 


| rial legislation prior to the formation of a State constitution. 
| Sir, without discussing or deciding the question, I do not 
consider it a matter of essential importance to the South at 


/a similar change. 





what time this power may be exeyeised by the people of the 
Territories. !t is, in my Opinion, of infinitely more import- 
ance, both to the South and to the Union, that the power 
be left to the Territories, instead of the Federal Govern- 
ment.”’ 


I think that quotation is ample to the point for 
which I cited it. But the Senator seems to have 
since undergone a change of opinion, and, con- 
sequently, now to be in a position confidently, 
authoritatively, and without appeal, to denounce 
as Abolitionists all those who have not undergone 
The question is, what has in- 
duced the change of opinion on the part of that 
Senator? We have the advantage of his own 
words. He says, in his speech of Monday last: 


* But, sir, the history of emigration into the Territories 
for the last ten or twelve years, has taught the southern 
people a severe and salutary lesson. It has opened their 
eyes to the inevitable effects and fatal results of the ‘ squat- 
ter-sovereignty,’ doctrine of General Cass and his northern 
friends. The settlement and fate of California satisfied 
me and the whole South, that under that doctrine, as the 
established policy of the Government, the southern people, 
with their slave property, would be as effectually excluded 
from all the public Territories as they could possibly be by 
the Wilmot proviso. The emigratfon to California was 
under the general impression and understanding that Con- 
gress would not interfere to change the local Mexican law 
which prohibited slavery, but would leave the people to es- 
tablish and regulate their domestic institutions in their own 
way. Congress, in fact, refused and neglected to establish 
any territorial government, but left the people,who swarmed 
into that country from. the great northern free-soil hive, to 
setupa government of their own, and admitted her into the 
Union with an anti-slavery constitution.” 


Well, sir, the case of California, as the Senator 
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